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A Preface, 


Mong the Mcmorable Providences 
relating. to our Enghfþ Nation in the 
laſt Century, muit be acknowledged 
the ſetling of Engl; Colonies in the 

American parts of the World : Among all 

which this hath been Pecuſiar unte and to the 


+ 


{itinguiſhing Glory of chat Tratt called News: | 1 


Hngland, chat the Colonies there were Ori- 
cinally formed, not for the advantage of 
rade and a Worldh Intereſt; But upon the maſt 


g dle Foundation, even of Religion, and the 


7 tberty of their Conſciences, with ieſpect unto the 
{)rudrnances of the Golpel Adminiſtred in the 
Purity and Power of them; an happineſs then 
not to be enjoyed in their Native Soil. 

We joytully Congratulate the Religious 
Liberty of our Brethren in the late Auſpicious 
Reign of K. William, and Q Mary, of Blef- 
ed Memory, & in the preſent Glorious Reign, 
and from the bottom of our Hearts bleſs the 
Lord. whoſe. Prerogative it ig reſerve the 
Times and Seaſans in his own Hand, who alſo 


nat loſpired the Pious Mind-of Her moſt 


Sacred Wein, Whole Reign we conſtantly 
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2nd unfeigned] ly Pray, may be long and Glo. 


rious, with Royal Reſolutions, lnviolably te 
maintain the Toleration. | 


Deus enim.---bec Clia fecit. 


Undoubtedly it the ame had been the 
Liberty of thoſs Times, our Fathers would 
have been far from Exchanging a moſt plea- 
fant Land (dulce ſolum patrie) for a vaſt and 
howling Wildert-ls ; Since tor the enjoymept 
of fo deſirable Liberty a eonfiderable number 
of Learned, Worthy and Pious Perſons were 
by a Divine Impulſe and Extraordinary con- 
currence of Diſpoſitions engages o adventure 
their Lives Families and Eftates upon the vaſt. 
Ocean, * following the Lord into 4 Wilderneſs, 4 
Ts then not ſown :; Wherein Innumerable dif- 

culties ſtaring them in the Face were outbid 
by Heroick Reſo! ation, Magaanimity & con- 
ſidence in the Lord alone. F Our Fathers iruſtes 
in the Lord and were delivered, they truſted in bim 
and were not confounded. It was their care to be 


|; with the Lord, and their indulgence, ® That ibe 


Lord was with ihem, to a Wonder preſerving 
ſupporting preteRting and animating . them; 
diſpatching aad deſtroying the Pagan Natives 
by extraordinary Sickneſs and Mortality, that 
there might + be room for bis People to ſerve 1he 


| Lord our God in. It was the Glory of our Fa- 
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* Jer, 8.2: fal. 22,65. Chen. is, 2. Tl. 80.8.9: 
ties, 
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- the Holy. Scripture, according wher :unto, 
> far as they, were perſwaded upon diligent 


2 »uſe of Chriſt, and their manners, allowance 


e Government of the Church of Chriſt ac- 


[37 
bete, that they heartily profeſſed the only: 
Wale of their Religion from the very firſt to 


ie Joi Solicitous (earch and faithful Prayer 
ormed was their Faith, their Worſhip to- 
7ether with the whole Adauniſtration of the 


dos given. to humane Failures and Imper- 
108. ' 
That which they were moſt Solicitous a- 
Gut, and wherein their Liberty had been re- 
ie reſpected” the Worſhip of God and 


:ording to his own appointment, their Faith 
aud Profeſtion of Religion being the lame, which 
was generally received in all the Reformed 
Cnurghes of Europe, and in Subſtance the 
\iTemblies Confeſſion, as ſhall be ſhewn anon, 

it cannot bt denied, that the Uſage of the 
_riftian Church whoſe Faith wholly reſted 
upon the Word of God reſpecting Confeſſious 
Faith is very Ancient and that which is uni- 
vcrfally acknowledged to be molt fo, and of 
(Univerſal acceptance and conſent is Commott- 

called the Apoſtles Creed, a Symboi ſign or 
badge of the Chriſtian Religion, called the 
\ poſtles, not hecauſe they compoſed it, for 
taen it mult have been reccived into the Case 
on ) of the my Bible, but becauſe we rugs 


\ 
4 


A — 


141 


ter of it agreeth with che Doctrine & is taken 
out of the Writings of the Apoſtles. Confe- 
quent hereu to, as the nec-flity of the Church 
tor the Corrs ing Condemning & Suppreſſing 
of Hereß & Frror r-quired, have been emitted 
Ancient and Fm us Confeſſions of Faith com- 
oſed and agreed upon dy Oe umentcal Coun. 
r. . Of Nice agaiaſt Arrius, of Conflan- 
tinople agiinit Maredonins, of Enpbeſu againſt 
Neſtorius, of Calcedon againſt Eutyches. And 
when the Light of Reformation broke forth to 
the diſperſing of Fopiſh darkneſs, the Reformed 
Nations agreed uponConfeſiionsof Faith, famous 
in the World & of eſpecial ſervice to theirs and 
ſtanding Ages. And among thole of latter times 
Pu »:iſhed in our Nation moſt worthy ofRepute 
and Acceptance we tak= tn he the Confeſſion of 
Faith, Comp. ed by the Reverend Afembly Di- 
wines Convened at Weftminfler, with that of the 
Savoy, in the ſubſtance & in expreſſions for the 
moſt part the ſame: : the former + profefed!y aſ- 
fent-d & att-fted to, by the Fathers of ourCoun- 
try by Unanimous Vote of the Synod of Elders 
& Meſſengers of the Churches met at Cambridge 
the laſt of che 6:6. Month 1648. The latter on- 
ed and conſerited to by the” Elders and Met- 
fengers of the Churches Af. mbled at Bofton. 
May 12th. 1680. The fare we doubt not to 
profeſs to have been che conſtant Faith of the 


— 


+ See the Preface to the Platfarm of Church Di ſciphine.. 
Churches 


[5] 
4 MW Cburches in this Colony from the firſt Founds- 
e. ea of (hem. And that it may appear to the 
*h Ciriftian World, that our Chu ches do not 
& MW ttain differing Op1nions'in the Docttine 
4 i {cligion, nor are defirous for any reaſon to 
- onceal the Faith we are perſwaded ot: The 
u. rs and Meffengers of the Churche in this 
„- Colony of Conneficus in New: England, by vertue 
& MW of he Appointment and Encourage ment of the 
8 :{n0urable the General Aflembly, Cogvened MB 
to + Delegation at Say Bros, Sept. gib. 1708. | 
dB Un :nimouſly agreed, that rheConteſhon of Faith 
3s El 04nd and Conſented unto by the Elders and 
d  {-fengers of the Churches AR mbled at Beffon 
es i New England May 1215. 1680. Being ihe 
te Necnd Seſſian of ib4s Hncd be Recommended to 
of EY {= Honourable the General Aſſembly of this 
;- Colony at their next Seſſion, for their Publick 
ie | ct imony thereto, as the Faith of the Churches 
ie I of! this Colony, which Conſefhon together with 
ſ. Je Heads of Union and Articles for the Admi- 
- ration of Church Government herewith e- 
go ited were Prelented unto and approved and 
„ tabliched by the laid General Aﬀembly at 
-% Haven on the 14th. of Oftober 17cd. 

7 This Confeſſion of Faith we offer as our 
. im Perſwaſion well and fully grounded upoo 
o e Holy Scripture, and Commend the ſame 
je iato all and particulaciy to the people of our 
- -2lony to be examined accepted and con- 
| ane 
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[6 
ſtantly maintained, We do not aſſume to our. 
ſelves, that any thing: be taken upon truſt 
from us, but commend to our people thels 
following Counſr!s 

I. That you be nmoveebly and unchangeabl 
agreed inthe only ſufficient, and invariable Rult 


Religion, which is the Holy Scripture the fixed 
Canon, * wncapable of addition or diminution, 
Yov ought to account nothing ancient, that will 
not ſtand by chis Eule, nor any thing new that 
will, Do not hold your ſelves bound to Un- 
ſcriptural Rites in Religion, wherein Cuſtom it 
ſelf doth many times miſguide. Beheve it to be 
the honour of Religion to reſign aad captivate 
our Wiſdom and Faith to Divine Revelation, | 
II. That You bs determined by this Rule in th 
whole of Reliviow. J bat your Faith be right and 
Divine, the W:rd of God muſt be the foundation of 
t. and tbe Authoriiy of be Word the reaſon of it. 
You may belicve the moſt Important Articles 
of Faith, with no more than an Humane Faith; 
And this is evermore the cauſe, when the Prin- 
ciple Faith is reſolvec into, is any other than the 
holy Scripture, For an Orthodox Chriſſian 30 
reſolve his Faith, into Education Inftru&tion and 
the perſwaſion of others is not an higher reaſon, 
aan a Papiſt, Mabometan,or Pagan can product 
tor his Religion, 
Ila. 8. 26, Rev. zi. 18,19. Jer. 6. 16. Mat 19.8. 
07 44. 17. {| Mat. 11,27. 1 Joh 5.9. + Luk, 10 26 
5 Pay, 
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Pay alſo unto God the Worſhip; that will 
bear the Tryal of and receive Eſtabliſhment 
by this Rule, Have always in Readineſs a 
Divine Warrant for all the Worſhip you pet- 
forin to God, Believe that Worſhip is accept- 
' and that only, which is ditected unto, and 


from the Word of God. Believe that 
orlhip not divinely commanded i, in Vain, “ 
»r will anſwer the Neceſſities and Expecta- 
tions of a Chriſtian, and is a Worlſhipping, 
jou know not what. ＋ Believe in all Divine 
Warſhip, it is not enough that this or that Act 
of Worſhip is not forbidden in the Word of 
Coch; If it be not eommanded, and you per- 
form it, You may fear, You will be found 
Guilty and expoſed to Divine Diſpleaſute. 5 
Nedab ant Abibu paid dear for offering in di- 


<< B=>\Þ — 4 
* 


bn 


rine Worſhip that which the Lord Commands 


ed them not. It is an honour done unto Chriſt, 
when you account that only Decent Orderly 
and Conveniert in his Houſe, which depends 
upon the Inſtitution and Appointment of him- 


ſelf, who is the only Head and Law-giver of, 


his Church, 


III. That you be well grounded in the firm 
Truths of Religion. We have willingly taken 
pains to ad the Holy Scriptures, whereon 


n. 1.9. fold 4. 22. Jet. 3.53. $ Leg. ie. t,. 
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ommanted, and hath the Fromiſe of a Blef-, 
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[.8 } 
every point of Faith contained in this Confeſſ- 
on doth depend, and is born up by, and Comp 
mend the ſame to your diligent peruſal, that 
You be eftabliſhed in the truth and your Faith 
' reſt upon its proper Baſiz, the Word of God, 
(a) Follow the Example ef the Noble Bereang, 
Search the Scriptures, Grow in Grace and ch 
knowledge of Chrift, be not Children in Un 
derſtanding, but Men. Labour for a ſound 
confirmed Knowledge of theſe Points in the 
Evidence of them. See that they be deeply 
rooted in your Minds and Hearts, that ſo You 
be not an ealy prey to ſuch as lie in wait w 
deceive, (6) For the want hereof to be condol- 
ed is the Unhappineis of many ever learning 
and never ccming.to the Kaowledge' of, the 
Truth. (c) 

IV. That having af piyed the Rule of Holy Scrip 
tare io all toe Articles of this Confeſſion, and found 
the ſame upon Tryal the Unchangable and Eternal 
truihs of God : (d) You remember & bold them 
faſt, centend earneſtly for them as the Faith cut 
deli vered to the Saints, Value them as Tou 
great Charter, the Inſtrument of Your Salvats 
on, the Evidence of your not failing of the 
Grace of God, and receiving a Crown thi 
fadeth not away, (2) Maintain them, and e- 


— 


(2) Acts 17.10, 11, Joh 5 6. 30. a Pet; 18. 1 Cor. 14,26 
(b) Eph. 4, 1 3. 14 (c) 2 Tim. z ' 7. (d) Rev. 3 3. Jude; 
(el K Cor. 15.18. 1 Cor. 16 13 Ful 78 5. 


v 


1914 | 
very of them all your days with undaunted 
keſolution againt all oppoſition, whatever the 
event be, and the ſame tranſmit fafe and pure 
to Folter: Having bought the Truth, on 
no hand fell it. Believe (a) the Truth will make 
wn Free : Faithful is be that bath promiſed: 


 thefMs, /-2/1 none take away your Crown, 
Un Finally, Do mot think it enough that yoar Faith 
JUNG 


ard Order be according to the Word of God, but 
hve accordingly. (6) It is not enough to believe 


ep, You run your felves into the greateft 
Toi 73rd unleſs you be careful to live well, and 
thi: this be, (c) All your Life and Conver- 


aci92 muſt be agreeable to the Rule of Gods 
Weird. This is the Rule of a Chriſtian Con- 
cation and Practical Reformation (d) Reft 
nat in the ferm of Goalineſs, denying tbe power of 
Stir up an holy Zeal, Sirengiben. the things 
=: rin that are ready to die, Be not Cars 
Wicd away with the Corruptions, Temptations 
nd evil Examples of the Times, but be ame- 
cue: of without Rebuke, the Sons of Cod in a fro» 
ould Generation, (e) They mall wall with me in 
at te, for they are worthy, 

tel Remember ye our Brethren in this Colony, 
that we are a part of that Bod fy (f )for whieh 


—— — — 
— fo :: Joh 8 32 Heb. to 13 Rev 3 er (b) Tit 2 
1,20 i (e) Gal 616 Mic68 ( 2 Tim z r5 Rev3zg 
le 3008.7 3 2 Phil z 75 le) Rev 4 (f) Hel 1223 

B 2 the 
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ſe) Ia 26 9 Gen 43 23 Zach z 3 


[ 10 } 

the Providence of God kath wrought Wan- 
ders and are obliged by and Accountable for 
all the Mercies diſpenſed from the beginning 
of our Fathers ſettſing this Country until how. 
Ther: be ſpate wiih us, That the practical piety 
and ſerious Religion of our progenitors is ex- 
emplary and for eur Imication, (3) and wil 
refl- confounding ſhame Gn us, it we prove 
Degeacrate, The Lord grant that the noble 
deſign of our Fathers in coming to this Land, 
may not be forgotten by us, nor by our Chil- 
drea after us, ven thelntereſt of Rxligien, which 
we can never Exchange for a Temporal Inte- 
reit, without the fowleſt Degeneracy and mot 
inexcuſable Detection. (6) To Conclude the 
Solemn Rebukes of Providence from Time to 
Time in à feries of Judgments, and in particu- 
Jar, the Genera! drought in the Summer paſt toge- 
iber with the grievaus Nrſappuinitment of eur Mili: 
tarsUndertaking tbe Diflrefſes, vickweſs and Mor: 
tatity e eourCamp cannot ſucceſiſully be impre uta 
but by a ſelf bumbling Conſideration of cur ways & 
a tber Repentance of all that is amiſs. (c) So will 
the God of our Fathers he our God, and he 
will be a Wall of Fire round about us and the 
Glory in the midſt of us in this preſent and all 
ſucceeding Generations, AMEN, 


C_— —— — 
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(s) Hof r24 (a) 2 Tim 1 5 Job 8 8 (b) 217 jer 2 2t 
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Of the Holy Scriptures. 


Lthough the Light of Nature, and 
the Works of Creation and Provi- 
dence, do ſo far manifeſt the Good- 
nels, Wiſdom and Power of God, 

as to leave men unexcuſable; * yet they are 

not ſufficient to give that Knowledge of God 
and of his Will, which is neceſſary unto Sal- 
vation: ' Therefore it pleaſed the Lord at 
ſundry times, and in diverſe manners to reveal 
himſelf, and to declare that his Will unto his 

0 butch; and aſterwards for the better pre ſer- 
ving and propagating of the Truth, and for the 

more ſure Eftabliſhment and Comfort of the 

Chyrch agzinſt theCorruption of the Fleſh, * 

The 


12 Cenſiſen of Faith: 


the Malice of Satan and of the World, to coms 
mit the ſame wholly to writing + * which 
{ maketh the holy Scripture to be moſt neceſ- 
. fary ; * thofe former ways of God's revealing 
his will unto his People now ceaſed. * 
(em. 2. 141. Rem 1. 19, 20. Pal. 19 f, 2, 3. 
. Kom. 1. 32. chap. 2 1. 1 Cor. 1. 21. 1 Cor. 2.13. 
14. © Heb. 1. 1, 2. Pro. 22. 19, 20, 21. Luk. x. 
3.4. Row. 15. 4 Mat 4 4.7.10. Jſai 8. 19, 20, 
2. 3.15. 2. Pet. 1. 19. Heb. 1. Lz. 


II. 


Under the Name of Holy Scripture, or the 
Word of God Written, are now contained all 
the Books of the Cid and New "Teſtament, 
Wn which are theſe; 


Of che Old Teſtament. 


Genes, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuſerono- 
my, Joſbua. frage, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 
| x Kings, z Kixgs, 1 Chroxicits, 2Gbromcles, Ezra, 
' Nebemiab, Eber, Job, Pſalms, Proverbs, Eccieſ- 

aftesT beSon7 ef Sony, Iſaiah, Feremiab, Lamenta- 

tions, Ez:kitl, Daniel, Hoſea, oel, Amos, Obadiab, 
| Fonab, Miceb, Nabum, Hahakkuk, Zepbaniab, 
| Hagzai, Zachariab, Malacbi. | 


Of the New Teſtament, 


* * ; 9 


"= 


Mattbew, Mark, Luke, John, The AAs of tbe 
| Apoſtles. Pauls Epiſtle lo the Romans, 1 Corinthians, 
4 2 Corinthians, 


a 


Ii 
lt 


A Conſefiun of Faith: Ig 


10crintbiens, Galatians, Epheſians, Philippians, 
Cv . 1, 1Theſjatonians, 2 Tbeſſaloxians, 1 fe Ti- 
M tTimothy, toTitus, lo Pbilemon, be Epilile 
to 1b: Hebrews, the Epiſtle of James, ihe hi & ſe 
60 2 of Peter the firſt, ſecond, and third E- 
%% of Fobn, the Epiſtle of Jude, the Revelation. 
ol which are given by the Inſpiration of 
= , to be the Rule of Faith and Life, * 
Luk. 16. 29,31. Erb 2.20. Rev. 22. 18, 19. 


61m 3.16. 
III. 


The Books commonly called Apocrypha 
dot being of Divine Inſpiration, are no Part 
ot the 9 of the Scripture; and therefore 
arc of no Authority in the Church of God, 
nor to be any otherwiſe approved or made uſe 
of, than other human Writiags. * 

* Luke 24.27, 44. Rom z. 2. 2 Peil. 1. 21. 


IV. 


The Authority of the Holy Scripture, for 
which 1t ought to be believed and obeyed, 
dependeth nat upon the Teſtimony of any 
Han or Church, but wholly upon God (who 
s Truth it ſelf) the Author thereof; and 
therefore it is to be received, becauſe it is the 
Word of God. 2 Pet. 1. 19, 21 2 Tim. 3. 
6. 1 Jobn 5. 9. 1 Theſ. 2. 13. 


e * 


= 
— gg . 
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14 A Conſefſion of Faith. 
V. 


We may be moved and induced by the Tel. 
timony of the Church, to an h1zh and reverent 
eſteem of the holy Scripture, * And the hea 
venlineſs of the Matter, the efficacy of the 
Doctrine, the mazelty of the Style, the con- 
ſent of all the parts, the Scope of the whole 
( which is to give all glory to God ) the full 
diſcovery it makes of the only way of mang 
Salvation, the many other incomparable ex. 
cellencies, and the intire perfection thereof, 
are Arguments whereby it doth abundantly 
evidence it {cif to be the word of God!: Yet 
notwithſtanding, our full perſwaſion and affy- 
rance of the infallible Truth and Divine Au- 
thoricy thereof, is from the inwerd work of 
the holy Spirit, beating witneſs by and with 
the Word in our hearts. 1 Tim. 2, 13. Fob. 
$26, £7. 709.116. 1% 14 1 Gr: Sv 
11, 12. J. 59. 21. 


VI. 


The whole Counſel of God concerning all 
things neceſſary for his own Glory, Mans Sal- 
vation, Faith and Life is either expreſly ſet 
down in Scripture, or by good and neceſſar) 
conſequence may be deduced from Scripture ; 
unto which nothing at any time is to be added, 
whether by new Revelations of the Spirit, et 
Traditions of men, * Nevertheleſs we _— 
ge 


—. 


A Conſeffon of Faith, 18 
edge the inward illumination of the Spirit of 
God © be neceflary for the ſaving underſtand- 
ing of ſuch things as are revealed in the Word, 
and there are forme Circumſtances concerning 
the Worſhip of God and Government of the 
Church, common to humane actions and Soci- 
eties, Which are to be ordered by the Light of 
Nature, and Chriſtian Prudence, according to 
the general Rules of the Word, which are al- 
ways to be obſerved. * * 2 Tim. 3 15, 16. 
17. Gal 1. 8,9. 2 Tbeſ. 2. 2,15. © Jobs 6.45. 
i Cor, 2. 9. 10, 11, 12: 1 Cor. 11. 13, 14. 
1 Cor. 14. 26, 40. 

VII. 


All things in Scripture are not alike plain in 
themſelves, nor alike clear unto all : Þ Yet 
thoſe things which is neceſſary to be known, 
believed and obſerved for Salvation, are fo 
clearly propounded und opened in ſome place 
of Scripture or other, that not only the learn- 
ed, but the unlearned, in a due uſe of the or- 
Cinary meant, may attain unto a ſufficient un- 
derſtanding of them“ * 2 Pet. 3. 16. Fſal. 
119 105, 130. Hab. 2. 2. 


VII, 


The Old Teſtament id Hebrew (which was 
the native Language of the People of God of 
old) and the New N in Greek (which 
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at the time of writing of it was moſt genera) 
ly known to the Nations ) being immediately 
inſpired by God, ard by his ſingular care and 
grovidence kept pure in ali Ages, are therefore 


Avthentical ; * ſo as in all Coniroverſies of 


Religion the Church is finally co appeal unto 
them. But becauſe thele Original Longues 
are not known to all the people of God, who 
have right unto the intereſt in the Scriptures, 
and are commanded in the fear of God to read 
and ſearch them ; * therefore they are to be 
tranſlated into the vulgar Language of every 
Nation unto which they come, That the 
Word of God dwelling plen tifully i in all, they 
may worſhip him 1a an acceptable manner, 
and through Fatience and Comfort of the 
Scriptures may have hope.“ Mat. 5. 18. 
* Iſa. 8. 20. A#s 15. 13. Jobs 5. 39, 46. 
* Fobn 5. 30 u 1 Cor, 14. 6, 9, 11, 12, 24, 
27, 28. Col. 3. 16. Rom. 15. 4. 


IX. 


The Infalltble Rule of Interpretation of 
Scripture, is the Scripture it ſelf ; and there- 
fore when there is a queſtion about the true 
and full ſenſe of any Scripture ( which is not 
manifold but one) it muſt be ſearched and 


known by other places, that ſpeak more 


clearly. ? 2 Pef. 1. 20, 21. Ads 15. 15,16: 


Ss — 
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X. 


The Supream Judge by which all controverſies 
of Religzjan are to be determined and all Decrees 
olCouncils, Opinians of AncientWriters, Dofirines 
Men and private Spirits, are is bt examined, 
ard in whoſe Sentence we are to reſt, can be no 
other, but the Holy Scripture delivered by the 
Spirit; into which Scripture ſo delivered, our 
Faith is finally reſolved. * * Mar. 22. 29, 31. 
Eph. 2. 20. with Ads 28. 25. | 


CHAP. II. 
Of Cod and of the Holy Trinity. 


"Hem is but one onely * living and true 
God , ® who is infinite in Being & Per“ 
jection, © a moſt pure Spirit, * Inviſible, “ 


without Bocy Parts, or Paſſions, * Immuta- 


bl, * Immenſe, * Eternal, * Incompretien- 
ſole, ! Almighty, ® moſt Wiſe, * molt Ho- 
A 


„ * moſt Free, ? moſt Abſolute, Work- 


105; all things according to the Countel of 
hi; own Immutable & moſt Righteous Will, © 
dor his own Glory, * moſt Loving, Gract- 
ous, Merciful, Long: ſuffering, abundant in 


Goodneſs & Truth, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſ- 


greſſion and Sin, * che rewarder of them that 
diligently feek him, “ and withal, moſt juft 
and terrible in his Judgment, . hating 
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all Sin, „ and who will by no means clear 
the Guilty. Dent. 6. 4. 1 Cr. 8. 4. 6.b 
1 Theſ. 1. 9. Fer. 10 10. Jeb 1.7, 8,9. Fob 
26. 14. * Jobn 4. 24 iim 1. 17. Deng, 
4.13, 16. Jobn 4 24. with Luke 24.39. * As 
14,11,15. > James 1. 17. Mal 3.6. 1 King 
8.27. Jer.23.23.24. * Nom. 1. 2. 1 Tim.1, 
17. Pſal. go. 2. ' Pjal 145. 3. Cen. 17. hi 
Rev. 4 8. n Rom. 16.27. * 1/a.6.3 ? Pſal.115, 


3 * Exod 3.14, 1 Epb. 1. 11. Ro. 11. 36. 
5 3 hn 4.8.16. 1 Exod. 34-6, 7. W Heb. 1%, 


6 x Neh 9. 32 33. y P/al.6.5,6. 2 Exad. 34s 
7. Nab. 1.2, 3. | 


II. 


God hath all Life, * Glory, Goodneſs, 
Bleſſedneſs “ in, and of himfclf, and is alone 
in, and unto himſelf, All ſufficient, nor Rand- 
ing in need of any Creatures which he hath 
made, nor deriving any glory from them, 
but only manifeſting his own glory, in, by, un- 
to & upon them. He is the alone Fountain 
of all Being, of whom, through whom, and to 
whom are all things ; * And hath moſt Sove- 
raign dominion over them, to do by them, for 
them, or upon them, whatſoever himſelf pleaſ- 
eth: In his fight all things are open and 
manifeſt, * his knowledge is Infinite, Fefallible 
and Independent upon the Creature, fo as 
gathing is to him contingent or uncertain." 


= 
. » 
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1-is moſt Holy in all his Counſels, in all his 
Vorks, and in all his Commands. To him 
de from Angels and Men, and every other 
reature, Whatever Worſhip, Service or O- 
ecience, as Creatures, they owe unto the Crea- 
or. and whatſoever he is further pleaſed to re- 
ire of them. Jobs 5. 26. Afr 7. 2. 
' P/al. 119. 68. 1 Tim. 6. 15. Rem. 9. 5. 
ARs 17. 24,25. Fob 22. 2, 3. Rom. 11. 
6. Rev. 4. 11. 1 Ti. 6. 15. Dan 4. 25.31, 
1,25. Hieb. 4. 13. Rom. 11. 33,34. Fſal. 
147.5. As 15.18. Ezek. 1 1. 5. Fal. 148. 
7. Kom.7-12, u Rev. g. 12, 13.14. 


III. 


u the Unity of the God- head there be three 
Perſons, of one Subſtance, Power, and Eter- 
ity, God the Father, God the Son and God 
ne holy Ghoſt : -The Father is of none, nei- 
her begotten, nor proceeding ; The Son is 
eternally begotten of the Father; ? the holy 
hoft eternally proceeding from the Father 
nd the Son. 7 Which Dotrine of the Trini- 
y is the Foundatioa of all our Communion 
with God, and comfortable dependence upon 
nic, o 1 John. 5. 7. Mat. 3. 16, 17. Mat.28. 
19. 2 Cor. 13 14. P Job 1. 14, 18. 9 Fobn 
15. 26. Cal. 4. 6. 2 Cor. 13. 14. 
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CHAP. Mb 
Of God's Eternal Decree. 


OD from all eternity did by the mol 
J wile and holy Counſe} of his own Will, 
freely and unchingeably Ord ain whatigevet 
comes to paſs, - Tet ſo, as thereby neither 
iS God the Author of fin, „ nor is Violenes 
offered to the Ni of f theCreatores, vor is the 
Liberty or contingency of ſecond Cauſes taken 
away, but rathe; eſtabliſhed. < n Epb. 1. 11. 
Rom. 11. 22. Heb. 6. 17. Rom. 9. 15, 18. 
b Jam 1. 13, 14, Jobn 1, 5, © ts 2. 23. 
Atls 4.27, 28. Mat. 17. 12. fobn 10. It, 
Prov. 16. 33. 


II. 


Although God kaows whatſoever may or 
can Come to paſs up all ſuppoſed Conditt 
ons, 4 Yet hath he not decreed any thing, be 
cauſe he forcſaw it as future, or that which 
would come to paſs upon ſuch Conditions. 
d As 15. 18.15. and 23. 11,12. Mat. 11. 
21,23 © Rom. 9. 11, 13, 16, 18. 


III. 


By the Decree of God for the manifeſtati- 
on of his Glory, ſome Men and Angels J are 


ptedeſtinated unto everlaſting life, and _= 
ore» 


1 
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areordained to eveilaſting Death. pg f x Tim. 
. 21, Mat. 25. 41. Epb. 1. 5, 6. Prov. 
6. 4+ g Rem. 9. 22, 23. 

IV. 


Theſe Angels and Men thus predeſtinated, 
nd fore-ordained, are particularly and un- 
hangeably deſigned, and their number is ſo 
-rt2ir1 and definite, that it cannot be either 
gert aſed or diminiſhed. 3 2 Tim. 2. 19. Jobn 


{5 
V. 


3. 18. 

Thoſe of mankind that are predeſtinated 
do Life, God, before the foundation of the 
Voridt was laid, according to his Eternal and 
{Womutable purpoſe, and the ſecret counſel and 

200d pleaſure of his Will, hath choſen inChriſt 
e everlaſting Glory, i out of his meer free 
race and Love, without any foreſight of Faith 
god Works, or perſeverance in either of 
em, or any other thing in the Creature, ag 
| adttioas or Cauſes moving him thereunto, 4 
aach all to the praiſe of bis glorious Grace, 7 
255. t. 4, 9, 11. Rem 8. 30. 2 Tim. 1. 9. 
| Theſ, 3. 9. k Rom. 9. 11,13, 16. Epb. 1. 
9. I Zo. 1. 6, 12. 


VI. 


As God hath appointed the Elect unto Glo-. 
/, do hath he by the uy and moſt free 
_ pur- 


# a7 "if ©. 3 — | — of 
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purpoſe of his Will fore-ordained all the meu 
thereunto : # Wherefore they who are electe 
being fallen in Adan, are redeemed by Chrif 
are effectually called unto Faith in Chriſt 
his Spirit working in due ſeaſon, are juſtifie 
adopted, ſanctified, » and kept by his pow 
through Faith unto Salvation. 7 Neither 
any other redeemed by Chriſt, or effeRuall 
called, juſtified, adopted, ſanctified and ſave 
but the Elect only.q m 1Per.1.2. Epb. 1,4 
& 2.10. 2 Theſ. 2. 13. n 1 Theſ. 5.9, 10. Ti 
2.14 o Rem. 8. 30. Epb. 1. 5. 2 Theſ, 2. 
1 Pet. 1. 5. 4 Fobn 7. 9. & 6. 64, 65. G. 
47.& 10. 26. Rom. 8. 28. io the end. 1 Job. 2. 


VII. 


The reſt of mankind God was pleaſed, 2 
cording to the unſearchable Counſel of h 
own Will, whereby he extended or withhok 
eth mercy, as he pleaſeth, for the glory oft 
ſoveraign power over his Creatures, to paſs by 
and to ordain them to diſhonour and Wea 
for their Sin, to the praiſe of his glorious Ju: 
tice. T Mat. 11. 25, 26. Nom. 9. 17, 18, 2 Ge 
22. 2Tim,2.19,20, Jude 4. 1 Pet. 2. 8. Tr 


VIII. 1 


The Doctrine of this high Myſtery of Pt 
deſtination, is to be handled with ſpecial pil = 
dence & care, / that men attending the Will Cr: 

een 
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od Revealed in his Word, and yielding obe- 
ience thereunto, may from the certainty of 
heir elfectual Vacation, be aflured of their 
ternal Election. So ſhall this Decrrive afford 
atter of praiſe, reverence and admiration of 
30d, * and of humility, diligence, & abundant 
on{olation to all that ſincerely obey the Goſ- 
xl. © Rom. 9. 20. 11, 33 Deut. 29. 29. 
2 Pet. t. 10. Epb. 1. 6. Rom. 11.33 KNem. 
11, 8 6, 20. 2 Pet. I. 10. Ram. 8. 33. Luk. 10. 20. 


— tt. — 
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C 99 AP: . 
Of Creatton. 


a 


all} pleaſed God the Father, Son and holy 

[ Ghoſt, * for the manifeſtation of the glory 
of is eternal Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
ei de beginning to create or make of no- 
bilthics che World & all things therein, whether 
vii ic or inviſible, in the ſpace of {ix days 
Mad all very good. eb. 1. 2. Fob. 1.2, 3. 
6, 1. 2. Fob. 26. 13. & 32. 4. Kom. 1.20. 
Jer. 10. 12, Pſul. 104. 24. & 33. 5,6, © Gen; 
i. Cap. Heb. 11. 3. Col. 1. 16. A4 17. 24. 


d | Il. 


After God had made al! other creatures, he 
Created Man, Male and Female, * with rea- 
[2nable and Immortal Souls, * endued with 

| D Knowledge, 
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knowledge, Righteouſneſs and true Holinefy 
after his own Image, * havirg the Law g 
God written in their Hearts, * and power i 
fulfil it ; ® and yet under a poſſibility of trag 
greſſing, being left to the liberty of their ow 
Will, which was ſutj- :o charge. * Be fe 
this Law written in their hearts, they receive( 
a command not to cat of the Tree of Knoy 
ledge of good and evil; which whiles the 
. kept, they were happy in their Communid 
[ with God, * and had dominion over the Cres 
tures, * © Gen. . 27. Cen. 2. 7. Eccl. 12 
Luke 23. 43. Mat. 10. 28. Gen. 1. 26 Col.y 
10. Epb. 4. 24. * Row. 2. 14, 13. Edi; 
7. 29. Gen. 3. 6. Ecci. 7.29. Gen. 3 
9510, 11, 23. Gen. 1. 26, 28. & 2. 1. 


* 
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CHAN. 
Of Providence. 


OD the great Creator of all things, dot 

uphold, * dirett, difpoſe, and govern 
all Creatures, actions, and things from th 
greateſt even to the leaſt © by his moſt wil 
and holy Providence, according to his in- 
fallible fore-knowl-0ge, * and the free, and 
immutable counſel of his own Will, ? to the 
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24, 35. Pal. 135. 6. Als 17. 25,26,28, 
10. Fob. 38, 39, 40, 41- chaprers. * Mat. 10. 
„ 29, 31. * Pſal: 104. 24. & 15. 3 & 145. 
*, * Aits 15. 18. P/al. 94. 8,9, 10, 11. *Epb. 
i. 11. Pſal 33. 10, 11. * Ja. 63. 14. Epb 3 
o. Rom. 9. 17. Gen. 45. 17. £/al. 145. 17. 


II. 


wl Although in relation to the fore - knowledge 
nd decree of God, the firſt Cauſe, all things 
2me © paſs immutably, and infallibly ;“ yet 
the fame Providence he ordereth them to 
out, according to the nature of ſecond 
auſcs, either neceſſarily, freely or contingent- 
u. > ffs 2 23 Ver 31 35 Excs 21 13 
ben 8 22 Dent-19 5 1 King, 22 28 34 
1. 10 6, 7. 
III. 


God in his ordinaty Providence maketh uſe, 
of mans, & yet is free to work without, a- 
bove, ® and againſt them at his Pleaſure, * 
Atts 29 31. 44 Ja 55 1 N 2 21 22 
Hoſ x 5 Mat 44 Jeb 34 10 ® ſom 4 
19, 20, 21 2 Ling. 6 6 Dan 3 27. 
IV. 


The almighty Power, unſcarchable Wiſdom 


* 
and the infinite Goodneſs of God, ſo far mani- 
en themſelves in his Providence, in that his 


terminate Counſel extendeth it (elf even to 
D 2 the 
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the firſt Fall, and all other fins of Angels n 
Men, * ( and that not by a bare permiſſion } 
» which alſo he moſt wiſely and powerful 
boundeth, & otherwiſe ordereth & governs 
eth in a manifold Diſpenſation, to his ot 
moſt holy ends, © yet ſo as the ſinfulneſs there 
of proceedeth only from the Creature, and nat 
from God, who being molt holy and righteous, 
neither is, not can be the Author or approvet 
of ſia. Rem 11. 32, 33.34. 2 Sam. 24. 1; 
wit 1 Cbren. 21. 1. 1Kings 2. 2, 22, 23. 10h. 
10.4, 13. 14. 2 Sam. 6 10+ Ag. 2. 23. K 
27.28. ? 4s 14.16. * Pſal. 76. 10. 2 King 
19 28. Gen. 50.20. Iſa. 10. 6, 7, 12. 5 Ja; 
I. 13, 14, 17. 1 Jobn 2, 16, Pſal. 50. 21; 


V. 


The molt wiſe, righteous and gracicus God 
doth oftentimes leave for a ſcaſon his own 
Children to manifold temptations, & the cot. 


ruption of their own hearts, to chaſtiſe them for 


their former ſins, or to diſcover unto them the 
hidden firengfh of Corruptioy, and degeitful- 
neſs of their hearts, chat they, may be humbled, 
* and-to raiſe them to a more cloſe and con- 
ſtant dependance for their ſupport upon him. 
ſelf and to make them more watchful agaigſt 
all future octaſions of fin, & for ſundry other 
juſt and holy ends, * * 2 Chron. 32. 25, 26. 
31. 2 Sam. 24. 1. "2 Cer. 12. 7, 8,9. P.. 73 per 
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rot Pſa. 77. 1, 10, 12. Mark 14. 66, to the end 
Jobn 21. 15,16, 1. ; 


VI. 


As for thoſe wicked & ungodly Men, whom 
God as a righteous Judge, for former fins, doth 
blind and harden, w from them he not only 
witholdeth his grace, whereby they might have 
been enlightened in their underſtandings, and 
wrought upon in their hearts, x but ſometimes 
alſo withdraweth the gifts which they had, y 
and expoſeth them to ſuch objects, as their cor- 
ruption makes occaſions of ſin; x and withal 
gives them over to their own luſts, the temp- 
tations of the world, and the power of Satan,“ 
whereby it comes to paſs that they harden 
themſelves, even under thoſe means which 
God uſeth for the ſoftning of them. # Rem. 
1. 24, 26, 28. Rom. 11. 7, 8. Xx Den. 29, 4; 
Mat. 13. 12. Mat. 25.29. 2 Deu.2.30.2Kings 
12, 13. Pſal. 8. 11, 12. b Exed. 7. 3. & 
5. 15,32. 2 Cor. 2. 15. 16. Ja. 8. 14. L Pet. 2. 
7, 5. 1ja. 16. 9, 10. with AA 28. 26, 27. 


VII. 


As the Providence of God doth in general 
reach to all Creatures, ſo after a moſt ſpecial. 
manner it taketh care of his Church, and diſ. 
poſerh all things for the good thereof. 1 Tim. 
41. Ame, 9 9,9. Ron. 8. 28. J. 43. 3,4, 5.14 

| CHAP, 
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CHAP. YL 


Of the Fall of Man, of Sin, and 
of the Puniſhment thereof, 


OD having made a Covenant of Work 

and Life thereupon, 4 with our firſt Pa- 

rents, and all their Poſterity in them * they 
being ſeduceq by the ſubtilty and temptation 
ol Satan, did wilfully tranſgreſs the Law of 
their Creation, and breek the Covenant in eat- 
ing the forbidden fruit, ca Rom. 10.5. ben. 
5.12. 13. 1 0er. 15. 21, 22. cGen.3.13. 2Cor.11 3 


II. 


By this Sia they, and we in them, fell from 
original Righteouſneſs and Communion with 
God, „ and io became dead 11 Sin, and wholly 
defled in all the tacultics and parts of Soul and 
Body. / d Gen. 3 6,7, 8. Ec. 5 5. Ram. 3. 
23, e Gen. 2. 17 Epb 2. 1. f Tit. 1. 13. Cen. 
6. 5. Jer. 17. 9. Rom. 3. 10. 10 19. 


III. 


They being the Root, & by God's appoint- 
ment ſtanding in the room & ſtead of all man- 
Kind, the guilt of this Sin was imputed, g and 
corrupted nature conveyed to all their poſteri- 
ty deſcending from them by ordinary genera» 
tion, © 5 Gen. 1. 27, 28 Cen 2.16,17, 48517. 26 

| Rom, 


A Cor ſeſten of Faith. 29 
Rom 5, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 1Cor 15 21, 22, 
1: 49 Þ Hſal 51 5 Gen 5 3 Jeb 14 4 & 


' 
1 * 14 
# * 


IV. a 


From this Original corruption, whereby we 
are uiterly indiſpoſcd, diſabled and made op- 
polite to all good, i and wholly inchned to 
all evil, + do proceed ai] atual Tranſgrefhons.f 
em g 6 8 7 7 18 Cl 1211 G 6 5 
21 Rem 3 10, II, 12 1 Jam 1 14, 15 
Lob 2 2 3 Mat 15 19 

. 


T his Corruption of Nature during this life, 
doth remain is thoſe that ate regenerated zu & 
a'though it be through Chriſt pardoned and 
mo:tifed, yet doth it felf, and all the motions 
thereof are truly & properly fin, a m 17cbn18 
% Rom 7 14, 17, 18, 23 Jam 3 2 Pre 20 9 
Ec! 5 20 n Rom 7 5, 7, $, 25 Gat 5 17 


VI. 


Every Sin beth original and aAual, being a 
Tranigteſſion of the righteous Law of God, & 
contrary thereunto, « doth in its own nature 
bring guilt upon the ſinner, p whereby ke 38 
hound over to the wrath of Gcd, f and curſe 
of che Law, and fo made ſut ect to death, 

e with 
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with all miſeries Spiritual, * Temporal * ang 
Eternal, w o 1 John 3 4. p Rom 20 15 & 39, 
199 Eph 2 3* Gal 3 10 | Rom 1 23 t Epby 
18 % Rom 8 20 Lam 3 $9 w Mat 25 41. 
a Theſ 19 


6 


CHAP. VII. 


i 


Of God's Covenant with Man. 


HE diſtance between God and the Cres 

ture is fo great, that although reaſonable 
Creatures Co owe Obedience to him as their 
Creator, yet they could never have attained 
the reward of life, but by ſome voluntary cos- 
geſcention on God's part, which he hath been 
pleaſed to expreſs by way of Covenant. 3 J 
40 13 14 15 16 17 Job 9 32 33 Pſann; 
56, & 100 2, 3 Job 22 2 3 C 25 7h 
Luke 17 io Ads 17 24 25 | 


II. 


The firſt Covenant made with man, was 4 
Covenant of Works, 4 wherein life was pro- 
miſed to Adam, and in him to his poſterity,! 
upon condition of perfect and perſonal Obedr 
ence. 4b Gal ; 12 © Rom 10 5 & 5 124 
20 d Ces. 2 17 Gal 310 


Ik 


=. MD © ww 


— 


A Conſeffion of Faith, gt 
III. | 


ic 4 
„ Man by his fall having mzde himſelf unca-. 
ö pable of life by that Covenant, the Lord was 


pleafed to make a ſecond, commonly called , 
the Covenant of Grace z wherein he freely 
of:reth unto Sinners life and Salvatiun by Je- 
la Chriſt, requiring of them Fatth in him that 
they may be ſaved, * ard promifing to give 
unto all thoſe that are ordained unto life, his 
holy Spirit to make them willing and able te 
belive, © 6.3 21. Rom 3 20,21 Cen 3. 
+ lin.g2 6. * Mark 16. 13, 10. F-bn 3. 16. 
Fm 10 6, 10. Gal. 3. 11. Ack. 36. 26,27. 
n 6. 44, 45. ä 
4 p IV, 


This Covenant of Grace is frequently ſet forth 
in Scriptare by the name of a Teſtament in re- 
ference to the death of Jeſus Chriſt the Teſta- 
tor, and to the everlaſting laheritance, with alt 
things belongiog to it, therein bequeathed. k 
Heb. ) 22.8 9. 15, 16,17. Luks 22, av. 1 Cor- 


Hi. 25. 
V. 


Although this Covenant hath been different- 
ly and variouſly adminiftred in reſpeR of Or- 
dinances & knſtitutions in the time of theLaw, 
and fince the corhing of Chriff in che fleſh, ©. 
yet for the ſubſtance and efficacy of it, to all 
ts Spiritual and ſaving ends, it is one and the 
lame, upon the account of which various 
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diſpenfations, it is called the Old and New 
Teſtament. * i 2 Coy. 3 6,7,8.9, Heb. 12. 19 
Fo 24. Col. 2. 11,13. 1 Cor g. 7,8. & 11,25. 
F Gal.3.3 Epb. 4.5. Fer. 31 33 34. Rom 3. 
2 t, 22. 30. & 1, 16 2 Cor 3. 6, 14. 
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F 
Of Chriſt the Mediator. 


* pleaſed God in his eternal purpoſe, to 
chuſe and ordain the Lord Jcius his ealy 
begotten Son, according to a Covenant made 
between them both, to be the Mediator be- 
eween God & Man; the Prophet, Prieſt, 
and King, the Head and Saviour of hit 
Church, 'the Heir of all things, f and Judge 
of the World : * unto whom he did from all 
Eternity give a People to be bis ſeed, “ and 
to be by him in time Redeemed, Called, Juſti- 
fied, Sancti ficd and Glorified, * /a. 42. 1. 
Pet. 1. 19. 20. Jobs 3 16, 1 Tim. 2. 5. 
Alls 3. 22. © Heb g. 6, 6. Pſal. 2 6. Luk 
I. 22. * Epb. 5 23. Heb. 1. 2. 17.31 
*7Jobn17. 6. P/al. 22. 30. I/a. 53. 10. 1 17 
2, 6. Ja. 55: 45. 1 Cor. 1. 30. 


II. 


The Son of God, the ſecond Perſon in the 
Trinity, being very and Etetnal God, of one 


„ 


ſubſtanct, 
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ſubſlance and equal with the Father, did, when 
dhe fulneſs of time-was come, take upon him 
ans nature, “ with all the eſſential proper- 
tics and common infirmities thereof, yet with- 
2 bot ha, being conceived by the power of 
MM <+- huly Ghoſt in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary, of her ſubſtance : ® So that two whole 
per {cf and diſtin natures, the Godhead and 
the Manhood, were inſeperably joined to- 
gether in one perſon, without Converſion, 
Compsſition, or Confuſion ; * Which perſon 
is very God and very Men, vet one Chrif?, the 
to one Mediator between God & Man. * K Job. 
lf 4. 15. & 5 20. Phil. 2. 6. Gal. 4. +4 
de eb. 2: 14,16 1739 4.15. * Lukel, 27, 31, 35. 
e. Ca 4. 4. Laute 1. 35. Rom. 9. 5. Cob. 
2. 9. 1 Pet. 3. 18. 1 Tim. 3 16 Rem 1 3 
17 2 5 | 
III. 


The Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his humane nature, 
thus united to the Divine in the Perſon of the 
Son was ſanctified and anointed with the ho- 
ly ſpirit above meaſure, ® having in him all 
the treaſures of Wiſdom & Knowledge, “ in 
whom it pleaſed the Father that all fulneſs 
ſhould dwell, to the end that being holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled & full of grace and truth - 
ne might be throughly furniſhed: to execute 
che Office of a Mediator and Surety 3 © which 
Vice he took not unto himſelf, but was thete- 


& 23 | „ unte 


E A Confeffion of Faith. 1 5 
unto called by his Father, * who alſo put all 
power and Juigment into his hand, and gave 
him Commaniiment to execute the lame, ! 
® Pſal 45 1 Fobn 3 34 4 Cel z 3 r Cat 
19 s Heb 7 26 Jobs 1 14 * Atts 10 38 Hy 
$2 240 722 * Heb 5 4, 5. Jes 5 21 77 
Met 28 18 Adi 2 36 | 


F > 
| 3 
: . 
: ” 
4 
by 
. 1 


1 This Off ce the Lord Jeſus Chriſt did moſt ly 
j willingly undertake, which that he might 
WW: #giſcharge, he was made under the Law, “ and Wh: 
did perfectly fulfil it, and underwent the Wit 
my due to us, which we ſhould hav MI! 
orn and ſuffered, being made ſin and a curſe Wi 
for us, enduring moſt grievous torments im- W/ 
mediately from God in his Soul, * and moſt 
painful ſuff-rings in his body * was crucified 
and died, © was buried and remained under the 
power of death yet ſaw no corruption, * on WW" 
the third day he aroſe from the dead * with MW" 
the ſame body in which he ſuffered, f with WM 
which alſo he aſcended into Heaven, and there Wi 
ſittet' at the right hand of his Father, 8 mak- 
ing Interceſſion, * and ſhall return to Judge 
Men and Angels at the end of the World. i 
* Pſal 40 7,8 Heb 10 5 to 10 Jobs 10 
18 Phil 28 y Gal, 4 = Mat 3 1385 
47 Mat 26 3), 38 C 27 46 Luke 22 44 
Þ Mai 26 237 < Phil 2 8 Adi 2 23 4 
7 | 27. 
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al TRL; 13. 37- Rom, 6 9 21 16. 3 4. 
50% 20 25. 27 * Mar. 16. 9. Rom. 8 34. 


1.42. 413. 49,41, 42. Jude 6. 2 Vet 2.4 
V. 


7 The Lord Jeſus by his perfect obedience & 
$:crihce of himſelt, which he through the eter- 
nz! Spirit ones offered up unto God, hath ful- 
atis fied the Juſtice of God,“ and purchaſed 
not only reconciliation, but an everlaſting in- 
heritance in the Kingdom of Heaven, for all 
theſ- whom the Father hath given unto him.“ 
Nen 5 19. Heb. 9. 14. 16. & 1014. Epb.s.2. 
Rom 3 25 26. Col. 1. 19, 20. Das. 9.24,26 
Lob. 1. 11, 14. Jobn 17. 2. Heb. 9. 12, 15. 


9 
1 VL 
de Although the work of Redemption was not 


nation, yet the Virtue, Efficacy and Benefits 
thereof were Communicated to the Ele in 
all ages ſucceſſiyely from the beginning of the 
World, in and by thoſe Promiſes, Types and 
Sacrifices, wherein he was revealed & ſignified 
to be the Seed of the Woman, which ſhould 


[rom the beginning of the World, being yeſter- 
day and to day the ſame, and for ever. ® Gal, 
44,5 Cen 3. 15. Rev. 11. 8. Heb. 13. 8. un 


Heb 9. 24 7.25. Nom. 14 9,10 it. 
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iftually wrought by Chriſt till after his Incar- 


bruiſe the Serpents head, and the Lamb lain 
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Col. 2. 15. 
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VII. 


Chriſt in the work of Mediation aReth x 
eording to both Natures, by each nature doin 
that which is proper ia it ſelf ; yet by realy 
of the unity of the Perſon, that which is pro 
per to one Nature, is ſometimes in Scriptun 
attriouted to the Perſon denominated by't 
other Nature.“ Zed. 9. 14,15. 1 Pet. 3. 
® AF 20. 18. Jobn 3. 13. 1 Febn 3. 16. 

VIII. 


To all thsſe for whom Chriſt hath purehi 
ed Redemption, he doth certainly and effec 
tually apply and communicate the fame, 
Making laterceſſion for them, * and revei 
ing unto them in and by the Word, the MI 
teries of Salvation, © cffeftually perſwading 
them by his Spirit to believe and obey 
and governing their hearts by his Word an 
Spirit, overcoming all their enemies by hy 
Almighty Power and Wiſdom, in fuch man 
ner and ways as are moſt conſanant to þ 
wonderful and unſearchable diſpenſation, 
P Fobn 6. 37, 39. C 10. 15, 16. * 1 Jobs 241 
Rom. 8. 34. Jebn 25.12, 15. Eph. 1. 7,8, 
Jobn 17. 6. Jobn 14.16, Heb. 12. 22. 2007. 
13. Rom. 3. 9, 14. & 15 18,19. Jobs 17. 17 
Pſa. 110. . 1 Cor. 15. 25, 26, Eſal. 4. 2. 
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h ue 

Olng CHA P. IX. 
lo . 

pro Of Free-Will. _ 


OD hath endued the Will of Man with 
I that natural liberty and power of acting 
pon choice, that it is neither forced, nor by 
y abſolute neceſſity of Nature determined to 
o good or evil, 4 Mat. 17. 12. Jam. 1. 14. 
bab, 20. 19. 


II. 


Man in his ſtate of Innoceney had freedom 
ad power to will and to do that which was 
dod and well pleaſing to God; “ but yet mu- 
ably, ſo that he might fall from it. b Gen. 
20. Ecel. 7. 29. Gen. 3. 6. © Gen. 2. 16, 17. 


III. 


ſan by his Fall into a ſtate of Sin, hath 
holly loft all ability of Will to any Spirifbal 
0d accompanying Salvation, fo as a'natural 
an being alt@gether averſe from that good; 


rength to convert himſelt, ot to prepare him» 
elf tdereunto. 84 Rom. 5.6. John 15. 5.* Rom: 
. 10, 12. f Eph. 2. 1, 5. Col. 2. 13. 8 Job#'6 
as 65. Epb. 2. 2, 3, 4 5. 1 Cor. 2. 14. Tit, 
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and dead in fin, / is not able by his o n 


| him into the ſtare of Grace, he freeth him fron 


7. A Conf fon of Faith, 
1 IV. | | * 
When God converts a Sinner, and tranſl 


his oatural bondage under fn & and by hi 
grace alone enables bim freely to will and tf 
do that which is Spieitually good; # yet (>, 
that by reaſon if his remaining Corruptign 
he deth not perfectly nor only will that whid 
is good, but doth allo will that which is evil. 
R Col 1. 13. Phil 2. 13, i Rem. 6. 18, 22, 
Gal. 5. 17. Ron 7. 15, 18,19,22,2% WW 


\ 2 


The will of Man is made perfectly and in 
mutably free to good alone in the tate « 
Glory only. / 1 Fobn 3. 2. Jude 24. Epb, 
13. Heb. 12 23. 


CHAP L 0 
Of Fffedtual Calling. 


I thoſe whom God hath predeffinatel 
\ unto Life and thoſe only, he is pleaſe 
in his appointed and aceepted time effecuall 
to call - by his Word and Spirit, 4 out of thi 
ſtate of ſin and death in which they are by na 
ture, to grace and Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
inlightning their minds Spiritualiy and ſaving 
ly to underſtand the things of God, 4 takin 
away their heart of ſtone, & giving unto ches 
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un heart of fleſh, * Renewing their Wille, ane 
WW i Almighty power determining chem to 
ut which is good, © and effectually. drawing 1 
ben to Jeſus Chriſt “ yet ſo as chey come Wl 
mo! {re-ly, being made willing by his grace“. 
Rom. 8. 30. 11.7. Eph. 1. 10,11. * 2 Thef. | 
8.13514 2 Cor. 3 3,6. Nom. $. 7 Eob. 2 Is 
4 5. 2 Tim. 1. 9, 10. As 26. 18. Cal. 
e 10,11. Epb. 1. 17, 18. Exet 36 26, Exel. 
19 Phil. 2. 13. Deut 30 6, Exel 36 27. 
E16.1.19. Jobn 6 44,45. * Cant. 1 4. Pal. 10 
Jobn 6. 37. Rom. 6, 16, 17, 18. 


II. 


This effectualCall is of God's free and ſpeci- 
| grace alone, not from any thing at all fore 
fen in Man, * who is altogether paſſive there- 
in, until being quickned aud renewed by the 
holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled to anſwer 
this Call, and to embrace the grace offered & 
conveyed in it. 2 Tim. 1. g. Tit. 3. 445* 
E9b. 2. 489. Rom. 9. 11. * 1Cor. 2, 144 
Rom 8, 7. Eph.2 5. * Jobnb. 37. Lack. 36. 25. 
kom. 8. 9. John 5. 25. 
III. 
ect Infants dying in Infancy, are regene- 
rated and ſaved by Chriſt, * who worketh | 
hen, and where, and how he pleaſeth: fo | 
Wo ace all other elect perſons who are un- 
F _  _  capabls 
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called by theMiniltry of the Word, “ and ma 


| therefore cannot be ſaved ; * much leſs a 
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pable of being outwardly called by the M; 
piſtry of the Word. *® Luke 18. 16, 16. 

Atts 2 38, 39 & Jobn 3 5. & 1 Jobn 5. T 
compared & om. 8.9 “ Jabn 3 8. *1Fobn g. u 


1633 4. 12. ( 
IV. | 


Others not elected, although they may hy 


have ſome common operations of the Spirit, 
yet not being effectually drawn by the "_ 
they neither do nor can come unto Chriſt, 4 


men not profeſſing the Chriſtian Religien, þ 
ſaved in any other way whztſcever, be the 
never fo diligent to frame their lives accord 
ing to the light cf nature, and the Jaw ef thit 
Religion they do profeſs : * And ſo affert and 
maintain that they may, is very pernicious, an 
to be deteſted. Mat, 22.14. * Mai.7,? 
ig 20,21. Heb. 6. 4,5. © John6 64.6: 6 
S8 24. A4, 4. 12. Jobn 14.6. Epb. 2. 11 
Jobn 4 22.017 3 9 9. 1, 11. 1 Cor, 
16. 22. . 1 6, 7, 6 


d . A P, XI. 
Of Juſtification. 


—_ * — 


Hoſe whom God effectually calleth, te 
alſo freely juſtifieth, not by infuſing 
; righte- 
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right couſneſs into them, but by pardoning 
their Sins, and by accounting and accepting 
their perſons as righteous not for any thing 
wrought in them, or done by them, but for 
Chritt's ſake alone; nor by imputing Faith it- 
ſelf, the act of believing, or any other Evan- 
gelica! Obedience to them, as their Righteoul» 
nefs, but by imputing Chriſt's active Obedi- 
ence co the whole Law, and paſſive Obedi- 
ce in his ſufferines and death, for their whole 
nd fole Righteouſneſs, * they receiving and 
ting on him and his righteouſneſs by Faith; 

Whic n Faith they have not of themſelves, it in 


he g 1 (bo of (30d. © a Rom. 8. 30 (F 3. 24. 
ord N N +. 45 6,7,8. 2 Cor. 6. 19 21 Rom 3. 
tha: 24.25,½27,28. Tit. 3 8. 7. EDC 1.7. Fer. 


230 6 1 2. 32,31, Kom. 5. 17, 18.19. 7s 
Gal. 2. 16. Phil, 3.9. darn 533 


an 
22 0 2. 7, 8. 

66, II. 

1. Faita thus receiving and reſting on Chriſt, 
r righteouinels, is the alone ;oflrument 


f Juſtification ; © yet it is not alone in the 
Wile) juſtifized, but is ever accompanied with 
| other ſaving graces, and is ne dead Faith, 

ut 1 by Love © Jobs 1. 12. Rem, 

3, G5. 1 Jam. 2. 17,22,26, Gal. 3. 6. 


he III. 


9: ung by his Obedience: & Neath did fully 
| i Þ 2 da- 
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el 4 A Confeffion of Faith, 
\'' diſcharge the deve ot all thoſe that are juſligl 
ea, and 01d by the facrifice of himſelf, in , 
blood of his Crote, undergoing in their ſteal; 
the penalty due unto them make a proper; 
real, & fail ſatistact ion to God's Jutꝭ ice inthe} 
behalf: Yet in«/much as be was given h. 
Fane the Father for them, “ and his obedience anc 
Satis faction accepted in their Read, “ and bath 
freely, not for any Thing in them, their Juſtik 
cation is only of free grace, that both thy 
| exatt juſtice and rich grace of God might by 
glvrificd in the juſ ification of Sinners * * Ron 
5. 8.9, 10, 19 1 Tim. 2. 5,6. Heb. 10,10,14, 
Dan. 9. 24. 26. /ja. 53. 4, 5,6, 10, 17, 12.1 
Rom. 8 32. 2 Cor 5.21. Mat. 3 17.Epb. ; 
2 Rom. 2.24. Epb. 1. 7. Rom, 3. 26. ERb. 2. 


IV, 


God did from all Eternity decree to Juflif 
all the Elect, ard Chriſt did in the fulneſ 
of time die for their Sins, and rife again fot 
their Juftificatics : ® Nevertheleſs, they art 
not Juſtified perſonally, until the holy Spin 
doth in due time actually apply Chriſt unte 
them. » Gal. 3.8. 1 Pet 1. 2, 19, 20. Ren 
8. 20. Gal. 4. 4. 1 Tim, 2. 6. Rom. 4 26.1 
Cel. 1. 21, 22. Gat. 2 16 TH. 3 4,5,0,7. 


V. 
Gaddath continue to forgive tbe fins of thoſe bu 
| — ar 


f * 
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gre juſtified ;, * and although they can never fall + 
from 448 ſlate of Juſt fication, ? yet they may by / 
therr fins fall under God's jatherly diſpteafure & 
in ih: tCondittonithey bave not uſuolly ih elightof 
hiiCountenancereſtored unte tbem, unlilibe bums 
ble ibm ſelves, confeſs tt eir ins beg parden & re- 
new their faith & repentance. * * Mat, 6 12s 
1 John 1. 7, 9. K 2. 1. 2. * Luke 12 32% 
John to. 28. Heb. 10. 14. * Plal. 89 31,32 
33. & 51. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. & 32 5. Mat 
26. 75. 1 Cor. 11. 30, 31, 32. Luk. 1. 20. 


VI. 
The Tuftification of Be ievers under tbe Old 


Teſtament, was in all theſe reſpeAs one end the 
ſome with tbeFuſiification of theBelievers under 
the New Teſtament. * Gal. 3. 8, 9, 13, 14+ 
Rom. 4. 22, 23, 24. Hab. 13. 8. N 
2 CD Ee —L—]ůõ— 
q C H A P. XII, 
Of Adoption, 


LL thoſe that are juſtified, God Vouchſaf- 
eth ard lor his only Son Jeſus Chriſt 
to make partakers of the grace of Adoption, 
by which they are taken into the. number, and 
ey theLibe ties & Priviledges of theChild- 
7-1: of God, b have his Name put upon themy” 
f.ceive the Spitit of Adoption, ? have acceſs 
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to the Throne of Grace with boldneſs, * are 
enabled ro Cry Abba Father, * are pitied, i 
protected, * provided for, i and chaſtned by 
him as by a Father, * yet never caſt off, * by 
ſealed to the day of Redemption, “ and in- 
herit the Promiſes, * as Heirs of Everlaſting 
Salvation. © pb. 1. 5. Cal. 4. 4,5. Rom, 
8. 17. Jobnn. 12. Jer. 14 9. 2Cer. 6. . 
Rev. 3. 12 Rom. 8 15 © Epb: 3. 14. Rin 
f. 2. f Gal. 4. 6. 8 Phal 103. 13 Prov. 24 
26. i Mat. 6. 30, 32. 1 Pet. 5. 75 * Heb.126 
Las. 3, 3. * Epb. 4. 30. Heb. 6. tt 
3h. 1.2, 4 Hab. 1. 14. 
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CHAP. XIII. 
Of San#ification. 


Hey that are effectually called and rege- 
nerated, being united to Chriſt, kaving 

anew heart and a new ſpirit created in them, 
through the virtue of Chriſt's death and refur- 
rection, a are alſo further ſanftifed really & 


js | | perſonally through the ſame Virtue, by his 


Word and Spirit dwelling in them, b the do- 
minion of the whole Body of Sin is deſtroyed," 
and the ſeveral luſts thereof are more & more 
weakned & mortified, d & hey mote & more 
quickened, & ſtrengthened is all ſaving graces, 
© to the practice of all true holineſs, without 
which no man ſhall ſee the Lerd f = 1Cer 6 11 

C Atls 
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#7; 20. 32. Phil. 3. 10. Rom. 6. 3, 6 Þ Job. 
17. 17. Epb. 5. 26 2 Theſ* 2, 13. © Rom 6.6 
14, 4 Gal. 5. 24. Rom 8: 13 Col. I. 11 Eph 
4, 16, 17, 18,19. f 2 Cor, 7, 1 Heb, 12. 14 


II. 


This Sanctification is throughout in the 
whole man, g yet imperfect in this life, there 
aides fill forme remnants of Corruption in e- 
rery part, 6 whence ariſeth a continual and 
re concilable War, the fichh luſting againſt 
the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, f ; 
; Theſ5 23 h1 John 1 10 Rom 7 18, 23» 
Phil 2 12 1Gal 5 17 1 Pe 2 11 


III. 


In which war, although the remaining cor- 
option for a time may much prevail, # yet 
h:,ugh the continual ſupply of ſtrengih from 
the ſanifying Spirit of Chriſt, the regenerate 
pzrt doth overcome “ and ſo the Saints grow 
In grace, # perfecting holineſs in the fear of 
God. » K Rom 7 23 | Rom 6 14 1 Jeb 5 
1 Eph 415,16 m2 Pet 3 18 n 2 Cer 3 18 
2 C 7 6 | 
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HA p. XIV. 
Of Saving Faith, 

HE grace of Faith, whereby the Elect 
are enabled to believe to the faving of 
75 their 
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of God for this lite, & that which is to come, 


lone, for juſtification, fanRiftcation&eternal li 


1 Jobn 1 12 As 16 gi Gals, 20 Atts 15 1 
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their Souls, « is the work of che Spirit of Ch 
in their Hears, 5 en1 is ordinarily wtoug 
by the Miatitry of the Word ze by which a 
fo, and by tne atlminiltration of the Seals 
Prayer and other Means, it is increaled ant 
ſtrengthened. 4 = Heb 10 39 b 2 Cer 41 
Epb 1 17, 18, 19 & 2 8 © Rom 10 14, 1 
Aﬀts 20 32 Rim 4 11 Luke 17 5 Rom1 if 
17 d 1 a 2 2 


IL 


By this Faith a Chriſtian believeth to be tru 
wWhatſoe ver is revealed in the Word, for thi 
Authority of God himſelf {peaking therein, 4 
and acteth differently upon that which each 
particular paſſ.ge thereot containeth, yielding 
obedience to the commands, F trembling x 
the threatnings. g and embracing the promiſe 


But the principal acts of ſaving Faith are, ac: 
cepting, receiving, and reſt ing upon Chriſt x 


by virtue of the Covenant of Grace. i e Jabs 
42 1Theſ2 13 1fobn 5 10 Abs 24 14 Ri 
16 268 1/a 65 2h Heb 11 13 1 Tim 4 


III. 


This Faith, although it be different in de 
grees, and may be werk or ſtreng, yet l 
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i in che leaſt degree of it diff rent in the kind 
gr nature of it (as all other ſaving grace from 
the Faith and common Grace of temporary 
ea B-lievers 3 * and therefore, though. 1t may be 
ma times off ated and weakened, yet it gets 
1 (i vi tory, ® growing up io many to the 7 
meat of a full aſfurance through Chriſt, 

n both the Author & Finiſher of our Faith * 
| H{eb. 5.13.14. Rom. 4 19 29. Aat. 5 3098; 
10 'F:b8 i fjobngg. LAL 22. 31 32. 
44 6 16. 1 Fobn 5.45. * Heb.6. mene & 10. 

. Col. 2 2. * Heb. 12. 2. 


„ N. 
* 


C TH A b. . :- 
Kepentunte unte Life and Salvation. 
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- 


1 


— 


Ich of the Elect as are converted at riper 
je.! years; having ſometime lived in the ſtate 
10% of ture, and therein ſerved diverſelutts 4nd 
t. pleaſures, God in their effe Qual calling g1V + 
th chem Repenrance uato lite. * * Eph. 2:7; 
2,3. Tit.3. 3,4.5, 1 Pet. 4. 3. Nom. 8. go; 
a Lin. 1.9. AA 11. 18. 


I. 


Whereas there is none that doth good, abd 
lnneta not. and the beſt of men may thro? 
the power and deceitfulneſs of their corrupti- 
ans dwelling | ra had.” with the un., 


— x 


4% A Confeſſion o Faith, 

of temptation, fall into great ſins and pros 
vocations ; God hath in the Covenant of 
Grace mercifully provided that Believers {9 
figaning and falling, be renewed through te- 
pentance unto Salvaticn. & * 1 Rings 8. 46 
Eccl. 7 20. Jam. 3. 2. Pſal. 65 3 & 454. 
Rom. 7 21,22. Fer. 17.9. Heb. 3, 13. Ma. 6 
13. Luke 22. 31. 2 Sam. 11. 27. Euke 22. 5 
58,60. * Lake 22. 32, 61,62. 1 Jabs 1. 9. 


III. 

This ſaving Repentance is an Evangelica 
Grace, „ whereby a perſon being by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt made ſeuſtble of the manifold evis 
of his ſia, i doth by faith in Chriſt humble him- 
ſelf for it with godly forrow, c eteſtation of it, 
and felf abhorrency, 4 praying for pardon & 
ſtrength of Grace, “ with a purpole and es- 
deavour by ſupplies of the Spirit, to walk be- 
fore God unto all well-pleafing in all things, 
»Zecb. 12. 10. att tt. 8 * Joby r6. 7, 8,9 
Ezek.18. 30, 31 & 26. 31. Pal 51.4 1 Fehn 
34 * Zeco. £2.19. Fer. 3118,19. Feel 2 12 


1 13. Iſa. 30. 2 2. Amd 5 15, Pfa 119. 128 Ez. 
6. 9. 2 Cor. 7. 11. Pſa. 51. per tot. Pe. | 
| 119. 6,59, 106. 2 Rings 23. 25. Col. 1. 10. 
| IW. a 
As Repentance is to be eontinued through | 
k . the whole cout ſe of our lives, .# upon the 2 

1 „ 
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A Conſaſion of Faith. 


W. cout of the body of death, and the motiona 


of Ml cbercot ; e ſo ic is every mans duty to repent 
o ot his particular known fins particularly p.n 


te- Gi. 6. 11, 12 Pſa 51. 17 0 Rem 7. 14, 1. 


1b. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24 Gal. 5. 17 ? P[s 
a. 19. 13 & 18, 23, & 51. 4. Luk 19. 8. 1 Tin 


b, . 125 13 


Jo V. 


ch is the proviſion which God hath made 

6 u2h Chriſt in the Covenant of Grace, ſor 

cM reſervation of Believers unto Salvation, 7 
o- this although there is no fin fo ſmall, but it de- 
is WM rv cs damnation; r yet there is no ſin ſogreat, 

nM ic ſhaH bring damnation on them "who 

no ty repent; 7 which makes the conſtant 
K 1i-iching of Repenrance neceſſary, , 1.Pe7. 

. 5 © Rem 6. 23 C 5. 12 Mat 12. 36 s J 


” 35 7 ' Koms, 1 2 I. 16, 18 tfarke 15 4429.24 
„8 * r e * 
1 CHAP. XVI. 

bn Of Goad Works. 

: | | | 
coop works are only ſuch as God hath 


_F commanded in bis holy word, & net 
ki as without the Warrant thereof are de- 
wird by men out of - blind Zeal, or upon any 
Pretence of good intentions, 6 * Mic. 6. 8. 
n 12. 2 Heb 13 21 Mat 15. 9 J 29.13 
Am 10 2 Job. 16. 2. 1 Sam 15 21, 22, 23. 
Het 1. 8 . 
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50 A Conſeſſon of Faith. | 


themſelves, but wholly from the ſpirit of Chriſt 


to do, of his good pleaſure z # Yet are tht 
not here upon to grow neghgent, ag if the 


upoa a ſpecial motion of the Spirit, but the 
ought to be diligent in ſtirring up the w_ 


II. 
Theſe good works done in obedience 00 
commun ments, are the fruits & evidences ofq 
true and lively Faith, ? and by them Believe 
manifeſt their thankivine(s 4 ftrengthen their 
afſurarice, - edifice their Brethren, J adory the 
profeſſion of the Goſpel, g top the mouth 
of the adverſaries, 5 & glorific God, i whole 
workmanſhip they are created in Chrift +l 
thereunto, I that having their fruit unto ho- 
lineſs, they may have tte end eternal hife 4 
Jam. 2. 18, 32. * Pſa. 116. 12, 13. 1 Pei z 
9 Jobs 2 3.5. 2 Pei. , * 7» 8, 9, 10 
2 Cor.g.2 Mat.5.16. * Tit, 2 5,9, 11,12 
e RN WE 15. 1 1Pet 2 12: Phil 
q 11 Fobn15 8 * Eph 2 10 * Kum 6 22: 


III. 
Their ability to do good works is not at allo 


— , wo co wwW iran 


And that they may be enabled therevnto 
eficles the Graces they have already received 
there is required an actual influence pf th 
fame holy Spirit to work in them to will and 


were not bound to perform any duty vn 


pf God that is in them © Jil 15. 4 


75 


A Conſeſion of "Faith. 31 
Fzik. 36. 26. 27. Phil. 2. 13. & 4. 13. 
C 3. 5. » Pbil. 2 12 Hel 6 11,12. 2 Pet. 
1 2. 5, 10, 11 //a 64. 7. 2 Tim}. 6 44s 26 
„ 7 Jude 20, 24 


IV. 


They who ia their Obedience attain to the 
greateſt height which is poſſidle in chis life, 
ne l far from being able to ſupeterogate, & 
t do more then God requires, as that they 
fa ſhort of much, which in duty they are 
ff bound to do. ? Lak 17. 10. Neb. +3. 22. Jo 
10s: 2 3. Cal. 5. 17. | 


V. 
We cannot by our belt works merit pardon 
of in, or eternal life at the hand ot God, by 
realun of the great diſproportion that is be- 
tween them, and the (zlory to come; and the 
infinite diftance that is between us, and God 
hom by them we can-neuher profit nor ſatiſ- 
fie for the debt of our former Sins; “ but when 
we have done all we can, we have done but 
our duty, and are unprofitable ſervanis: T Ad 
becauſe as they are good, they proceed rom 
bis Spirit, s and as they ate wtought by us, 
they are defied and mixed with ſo much 
ea knt ſs and impetſection, that they cannct 
td ue the ſevetrity ot God's Judgmente. v 


Raus 3. 20 C4 2, 46 Ab. 2.8, 9 Lit. 


52 A Confefiow of Faith. 


2 5, 6,-7 Rem 8 18 Pſa 16 2 Jeb 24,1 
35 7, 8' © Luk 17 10 Gal g" 22,44 
J 64 6 Ga! 5 17 Rem 7 15, 18 1 

2 & 139 3 


VI, 


Vet notwith tanding, the perſons of Beli 
vers hring accepted through Chriſt, their god 
works alſp are accepted in him, “ not as thi 
they were in this life wholly unblameable x 
unreproveable in God's light, * but that 
looking upon them in his Son is pleaſed to: 
cept and reward that which is fincere, alt 
accompanied with many weakneſſes & impe 
fections. * Epb 1.6.1 Pet 2 5 Exod 28. 
Gen 4. 4 Heb 11 4 Job 9. 1 Pal 142. 
Pbil 3. 12 Hb 13 20, 21. 2 Cor $1 
Hib 6 10 Mat 25 2123. 


VIL | 


Works done by unregenerate men althoug 
for the matter of them they may be thin 
which God commands, and of good uſe bu 
© themſelves and to others: y yet becat 
they proceed not from an heart purified! 
F.ith, * nor are done in a right manner, 
cording to the Word, “ nor to a right en 
the Glory of God; b they are therefore fin'u 
and cannot pleaſe God, nor de. a man me 
to receive grace from God; and 7 

neh 


A Confeſhun of Faith. 33 
get ol them is more ſinful and diſplesſing 
Cod. 2 Kings 10. 3731. Kings 21 27 
o Phil 1. 13, 16, 18 * Geng. 5 Heb 11. 4 
1 Corr 13 3 J 1. 12 b Mat. 6. 2, 5,16. 
Hag 2. 14 Tit 1. 13 Ano 5. 21, 22 Het 
kim 9. 16. Tit. 3. 3. 4 Pfal.14 4 & 36.3 
„% 21 14, 15 Ha 25 41, 42, 4%, 45 


800 [ai 23 23 

IL Fe ee er LS 

0 un CHAP. XVH 

- b Of the Perſeverance of the Saints, 

55 HEY whom God hath accepted in his 
8 beloved, e ffectually called and Sanctified 
„ WW! © Spirit, can neither totally nor. finally 
ay from the ſtate of grace, but ſhall cer- 


ain perſevere therein to the end, and be e- 
ernally ſaved = Phil. 1. 6 2Pet x. 10. Jobs 
10. 23, 29. 1 Jobs 3. 9. 1 Pe. 15, 9. 


II. 


This Perſeverance of the Saints depends not 
upon their own free will, but upon the immu- 
ability of the Decree of Election, from the 

ee and unchangeable love of God the Father 
upon the efficacy of the merit and intercef. 
lon of Jeſus Chriſt, e and Union with him, d 
the Oath of God, e the abiding of his Spirit | 
and the ſeed of God within them, f and the 
k f .. of OE. Rs AT OUT) 00} nature 


954 A Conſeſtan of Faith, 
ature of the Covenant of Grace, “ from: 
Which ariſeth alſo the certainty and infallid 
licy thereof ® * 27im.2. 18,19 Jer 31 1 
© Heb 10. 10,14 & 13. 2,21 9 12:1 
14,13. Ram. 8 23 trend J bn 17 (1.24 L 
22.32 Heb 1.25. © John 17.21. Hes 6. 
18. H/ 89. 35.36. * Jab 14,16,17.. 1708 
2 27. & 3.9. er 32.40, Jes 10. 1 
2 Tbeſ. 3. 3. 1 7«bn2 19. 


III. 
And though they may through the tempt 


tion of Satan, and of tie world, the prevalent 
Of Corruption remaining in them, & the neg 
lect of the means of their preſervation, fall. 
to grievous ins, and for. a time'contint 
therein,“ whereby they incurGod*s cifpleaſurt 
t and grieve his holv Spirit, & come to hay 
their graces and comtorts impaired, u hat 
their hearts hardered, * and their Conſciene 
wounded, “ hurt and ſcandaiize others, 1 an 
bring temporal judgments opon themſelvyts, 
yet they are and [Hall be kept by the power of 
God through Faith unto Salvation“ .* Ma 
26. 70, 72, 74 * P/al 51 Title & v 14 
64. 5, 7, 9. 2 Sam 11. 27 Epb 4 gout) 
51. 8, 10, 12 Rev 2. 4 Cant 5. 2. 3, 4 | 
o Ja 63. 17 Mark 6. 52 & 16, 14 * Pſa 11 
3, 4& 51 8 12 Sam. 12 14 * Pſa 89 3 
32. 1 Cer tt. 30, $1, 32%1 Pet 1. 5 1 10 
Ol CHA 


4 Confeſſion of Faith, 54 
CHAP. XVIII. 
Obe Aſuranct of Crate and Salvation. 


though temporary believers, and other 
A unregenerate men may vainly deceive 
iemicives with falſe hopes and carnal pre- 
mptions of being in the favour of God, and 
fate of Salvation, 4 which hope of theirs ſhall 
p ih, yet, ſuch as truly beijeve in the Lord 
tus, and love himin fiacerity, endeavouring 
D waik in all good Conſcience before him 
my in this life be certainly affured that they 
re in the Rate of grace, © ard may rejoyce 
|" the hope of the glory of God, which kope 
hill n:ver make them aſhamed. « Job $ 13 
I, Mic, 3 11. Deut. 29. 19. Jobn$ 41 Mat 
2,3 ( 1 John 2.3 C3. 14, 18, 19, 21, 
f. % m. | 
II. 


This certainty is not a bare coñjedural and 
r rrob able perſwaſion, grounded upon a fallivle 
hope, „ but an infallible afſurance of Faith, 
ſounded on the blood and Righteouſaeſs of 
Cwiſt revealed in the Goſpel, F and alſo up- 
WO. he inward evidence of thoſe Graces unto 
ieh promiſes are made, £ and en the Im- 
me:!liate witneſs of the Spirit, teftifing our 
Adoption, + and as a fruit thereof. leaving 
e heart more humble ard holy i. © Heb: 6. 11 
4¹ 19 


- B ˙ 4 > * 4 \ 


5 A Confeſſion of Fainh. 


19. * Heb. 10. 19, 20 Rom. 3. 22 * 2 Py, 
45 fy 10, It. 1 Fobn . 3. 2 3. 14. 2 Cor. 
12 Ram. 8. 13, 16 Fal 51. 12, 17. 2 Cor.). 


III. 


n This infallible zfurance doth not fo bel 
0 to the eſſenct of Faith, but that a true bell 
. ver may wait long, and conflict with ma 
1 difficulties before he be partaker of it; 1) 
on being inabled by the Spirit to know the thing 
1 which are freely given him of God, he ma 
without extraordinary revelation, in the tig 
uſe of ordinary means attain theteunto: !“ An 
therefore it is the duty of every -one to. gl 
all diligence to make their calling and Eled 
on fure, 2 thit thereby his heart may be 
larged in pezce and joy in the holy Ghoſt, | 
$ love and thankfulnets to God, and in Alrenpt 
and cheertulnecſs in the duties of obedience 
the proper fruits of this aſſurance 4.7 ſo far 
ir from inclining men to looſeneſs. ® k 1 7 
5.131/a 50.10 Met. 9 24 Pal $8 per totFj 
77.1. 4 12. 1 Cor. 2 8, 2. 1 John 4. 13 Gt 
6. 11, 12 ES. 3. 17, 48, 19 *:2 Fit. 4.1 
Nom. 5. 1, 2, 5 Rom 14.7 Sts. 3. Ept 
1. 3. 4. Pſa. 4. 6, 7. & 119. 32 *.4, Jabs 
2, 2 P/a. 1. 3, 4. 1 Fobn'2. 1, 2 Rom, 6. 
Tit. 2. 11, 12,14. 2Cor. 7. 1. Rom. $8. 1. 
2 Jobn 1. 6. 7. - | A 
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ion, by God's withdrawing the light of his 


A Confeſſim of Faith, | 57 
IV. 


True Believers may have the aſſurance. of 
beit {il vation divers ways ſhaken diminiſhed 
14 intermitted, as by negligence in preſerv- 
ng of it, by falling into ſome ſpecial fin, which 
woundeth the Conſcience, and grieveth the 
$pirit by ſore ſudden or Vehement Tempta- 


Countenance, ſuffering even ſuch as fear him 
to walk in darkneſs, and to have no light z p 
jet ate they neither . utterly deſtitute of that 
ſed of God, and life of Faith, that love of 
Chriſt and the Brethren, that fGincerity of heart 
nd Conſcience of duty, out of which by the 
oper:tion of the Spirit, this aſſurance may in 
(ue time be revived, 9 and by the which in 
the mean time they are ſupported from utter 
ceſpair, N Cant g. 2, 3,6, Pſal 51. 8. 12. 
14 Epb 4. 30, 31. Pſa. 7. 1 10 10. Mat. 26 
69, 70, 71g 72. Pha. 31. 22. & $8. per tot 
Ja 51. 10. 4 1Fobn 3. 9. Luke 22. 32. Jeb 
14. 15. Pſal. 73. 15.& 51.8, 12. J½ 30. 10 
Mic. 7. 8, 9. Jer. 3 2. 40. I/. 84. 7, 8, 9» 
10. Pa. 22. 1. & 88. per tos. 
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5 E Th 11 
D gave to Adam a Law of univerſal 1 
Odedience written in his keart, and a 
WM: pu- Ry 


1 ”% "” 0 
Re # 


88 A Confefion of Faith. 
particular precept of not eating the fruit 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, a 
Covenant of Woiks, by which he beund hin 
and ail his poſterity to perſonal, entire, exit 
and perpetual obedience, promiled life upo 
the fulfiling, and threatned death upon thi 
breach of it, and indued him with power and 
ability to keep it. Cen. 1. 26, 27.W 2. 19 
Rom. 2, 14, 15. & 10. 5. & 5. 12, 19. Gal 
3. 10, 12. Ec. 7. 29. Feb 28. 2 


vn 


This Law fo written in the heart, continued 
to be a perfect Rule of Righteouſneſs after the 
fall of Man, and was delivered by God on 
Mount Sinai in ten Command ments, & written 
in two Tables, 5 the four firſt Command. 
ments containing our duty towards God, .and 
the other fix aur duty to Man. « b Jam 1.235 
& 2. 8, 10,11, 12 Rom, 13 8, 9. Deul. 5. } 
& 10. 4. Exod. 34. 1. © Mat. 22.37, 38, 39.40 


III. 


Beſiaes this Law commonly ealled Mor 


God was pleaſed: to give the people of rae), 


23 a Church under age, Ceremonial Laws, cos- 
raining faveral Tivical Ordinances, partly ef 
Worſhipinp, prefiguring Chriſt, his Graces, 
Actions, Sufferings ard Benefits, 4 and partly 


holding forth diverſe InftruRions ot moral 


Putkc 


* 


A Conſeſten of Faith. l 59 


Doties: e All which Ceremonial Laws being 
;p>vigtzd only to the time of Reformation, 
1c by Jcſus Chriſt the true Me ſſiah and only 
Liw-giver, who was furniſhed with power 


oli fron the Father for that end, abrogated, and 
th taken away. * He. . Chap. Heb. 10. 1. Gal, 


. 1. 2, 3. Col. 2. 17 1 Cor. 5. 9. 18 COL: 
17. Jade v 23 Heb. 9. 10, 11 Jem. 4 12, 
Heb. 7. 12 Col. 2. 14, 16, 17 Dax. 9. 27. Leb. 


L 15, 16. 


IV. 


To them alſo he gave ſundry JudicialLaws, 
which cxpired together with the Nate of that 
People, net obliging any now by virtue of 
that Jaſtitution, their general equity only be- 
ug 11] of moral uſe. # Exod 21. chep Exed. 22 
. 10 29, Gen. 49. 10 witb 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14. 


"MP 5: 17 with v. 38, 39-1 Cor. 9 8, 9, 10 
40 v. 


tie Moral- Law doth forever bind all, 
ral: ci; juſtified perſons as others, io the Obe- 
eh encc thereoſ; & and that not only in regard 
the matter contaiced in it, but alſo in te- 
pect of the Authority of God the Creator, 
ho gave it ; neither doth Chriſt in the 
vipe! any way diſſolve, but much ſtrengthen 
li: Obligation. Rem 13 8.9, 10, Epb. 


1 * 


juſtified or condemned,“ yet it is of great uſe 


edourageth to the one, and detetreth from tht 


69 A Confeſſion of Faith; 


6. 1,2. 1 Jobn2. 3, 4, 7, 8. Jam. 2. 10 
11 Mat. 5. 17, 18, 19. James 2 8 


VI. 


Although true Believers be not under the 
Law, as a Covenant of Works, to be thereby 


to them as well as to others, in that, as a Rule 
of Life, informing them of the will of God, 
and their duty, and direfts and binds them to 
walk accordingly, * diſcovering allo the ſin- 
ful pollutions of their nature, hearts and lives, 
* ſo as examining themſclves thereby, the 
may come to further conviction of, humiliati- 
on for, aud hatred againſt fin, „together with 
a cleater ſigkt of the need they have of Chrik, 
and the perfection of his Obedience. 7 It i 
likewiſe of uſe to the Regenerate, to reſtrain 
their Corruptions, in that it forbids fin, « 
and the Threatnings of it ſerve to ſhew what 
even their fins delerve, and what Affliction 
in this Life they may expect from them, a. 
though freed from the curſe thereof threatned 
in the Law. + The Promiſes of it in lik 


manner ſhew them God's approbation of U 


bedience, and what Bleſſings they may ex 
pect upon the performance thereof, 5 alth 
not as due to them by the Law, as a Cove 


/ 


. want of Works, * ſo as a Mans doing good, M 


reſaining from Evil, becauſe the Law en 


othetz 


A Confeſton of Faith, 61 


0% Ncchers, is no evidence of his being under the 

law, and not under Grace.“ * Rom. 6. 14. 

Gal. 2. 16.& 3.13 & 4. 4, 5. AA, 13. 39 Rem. 

b. 1. ® Rom. 7. 12, 22, 25. Pſalm 119 45,0. 
the N (or. - 7.19 Gal. 3. 14,16, 8, 19,20, 21, 22,23. 
by 1 7.7. & 3. 20. Jam. 1. 23, 24, 25. 
ue Ke 7. 9, 14,24 ? Gal. 3 24. Rom 7.24, 25, 
ule Cs. 3.4 Jan. 2. 11. # ſal. 119, IC1, 104, 
on, 15. © Zzrg 9. 13, 14. Pſal. 89. 35, 10 35. 
08 let, 26 2,40 14. 467th 2 Cor. 6. 16. E pb 6.2,3 
l0- P/a 37. 11, Mat. 5. 5 Pſa. 19 11. Gal. 2. 16 
e L. 17. 10. Rom 6. 12,14. 1 Pet. 3.8, 9, 10. 
be , 0b Pſa. 34. 12,10 16 Heb. 12.28, 29. 


with VII. 


ii either are the forementioned uſes of the 
L1w contrary t) the grace of the Goſpel, but 
(0 ſweetly comply with it, ® the Spitit of 
Chriſt ſubduing and enabling the will, of man 
t) Co that ſreely and chearfully, which the 
w. of Gol revealed in the Law required to 
de done.“ “ Gul. 3. 21. Ezer. 36. 26, 7. 
Heb, 8. 10. >. Jer. 31. 33. 


— , 1 
232333 — — 


1 GHAP. XX. 
he Goſpel and of the extent of the Graces 
thereof. 


HE Covenant of Works being broken 
by lia, & made unpte fitable unto lite, - 
Cod 


62 A Con/rfhon of Faith! 


Fd 


God was pleaſed to give unto the Eled the 
promile of Chrift, the ſeed of the Woman, 
as the means of cailing chem, and begelting} 
them Faith & Repentance: In this promiſe 
the Goſpel, as to the ſubſtance of it, way te 
vealed, and was therein effoctual for the con 
ver on and Salvation of Sinners. 4 « Non 
3. Gal. 3 12 *Gen 3 15 Gal. 4. 4,5 Kev, 
I 3. $ * 1 Cor. f. 2 3, * 26 Fam. b. 18 Nun 
10. 8 AA. 11. 15, 18 1 Cor. 3.2: 


Jl. 


The promiſe ol Chriſt, & Salvaitich by hi 
is revealed oaly in and by ths Word of God; 
neither do the Works of Creation or Provi 
dence, with the light of Niture, make di 
covery of Chriſt, or of Grace by him, ſo mc! 
as in a general or obfcure way; 7 much el 
that men deſtitute of the Revel:tien of h 
by the Promiſe or Goſpel, ſhouid be enadlr 
there to attain ſewing Faith or Repentance 

Mat. 11. 27. 2 Tim. 1. 10 Rom 1. 19,20 i 
Eph. 2. 12 Rem. 16. 25,26 Eph. 3 910 


-. ww m— — — 


1. 21 Rem 10. 14,15 Prev 29. 18 a 
; | f 


The revelation of the Goſpel! unto ſinnt! 
made in diverſe times, & by ſundry parts, wit 7 
the addition of promiſes and Precepts for till” 
obedience required therein, as ta the Nation 


4 Confeſien of Faith; 


ind Perſons to whom it is granted, is meerly 
Wot che foveraign Will and good Pleaſure of 
Cod.“ not being annexed by virtue of any 
promiſe to the due improvement of Mens 
ptural abilities, by virtue of Common light 
received without it, wick none ever did make; 
u can fo do: And thetefore in all Ages 
he Preaching of the Goſpet hath been grant- 
Wed unto Perfons and Nations, as to the extent 
c traightning of it, in great variety, acrord- 
pg to the Counſel of the Will of God. * Heb 
. 1,2 Deut. 7.7,8 Pſal. 14). 19, 0 Mat. 25 
43. E11. 45, 26. i Jobn 1. 13 & 3. C. Rom 
16 Phil 2. 13 Jobs 15. 6 1 Cor 2. 14 Row 
„% k Amos 3. 2 Mat 28. 19& 21 43 Epb 
. 11. 


17. 


Although the Goſpel be the 6nly outward 
he2ns of revealing Chriſt and ſaving Grace; & 
as ſuch, abundantly ſufficient thereuoto i yet 
at men who are dead in treſpaſfes, ay be 


work of the Holy Ghoſt upon the holt ſoul; | 
jor the producing in them a new fpirituab life, 
W:hout which no other Means are ſufficient for 
heit Converſion unto God Eph. 4.1, 5 Titg 5 
% 16. 5, to 12 A 16:14. Epb. i. 19, 20. 
MW Theſ 5.22. 707 6. 601 8. 10. 3 6, 
| Eke 
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born again, quick ned or regenerated,” thete is 
moreover neceffary an Effectual, Irrefiftable | 


2 
ol 
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A Confeſſion of Faith. 
CHAP, 2X0, 
Of Chriſtian Liberty, and Liberty of Conſcien, 


HE, Liberty which Chriſt hath purchaſe 

for Believers under the Goſpel, conſil 

in their freedom from the guilt of ſin, the co 
demning wrath of God, the Rigour and Cyr 
of the Law, and in their being delivere 
from this preſent evil World, Bondage to & 
tan, and dominion of fin, * from the evil 
afflictions, the fear and ſting of death, 
victory of the grave, and everlaſting Dam 
tion, as alſo in their free accefs to God, 
and their yiehling Obedience unto him, n 
out of {laviſh fear, but a child hke love an 
Willing mind: © Alt which were common: 
ſo toB-lievers under the Law, for the ſubſtan 
of them, “but vader the New- Teſtamentth 
liberty of Chriſtians is further inlarged in the 
freedom from the yoke of theCeremonial Lay 
the whole legal adminiſtration of the Coveny 
of Grace, to which the Fewilh. Church wa 
fubjected. * and in greater boldnefs of zcce 
to the Throne of Grace, and in fuller eo 
munications of the free ſpirit of God, thi 
Believers under the La did ordinartly partak 
of, i a Ti#. 2. 14. 1 Thef. 1. 10 Gat 2.1 
b Gal. 1. 4. Col. 1. 13. As 26. 18. Rom. G. 
© Rem 8. 28. Pſal. 119 71. 1 Cor. 15. 54,0588 
Rem, 6. 1. 4 Rom. 5. 1, 2. Rem. g. 14,1 


17 


65 


A ConfeFun of Faith: 65 
7b 4. 18 Gal. 3. 13, 14 * Gat. 4. 1 40 7 
U 5 1 Aol, 15. 10, 11 u Jeb. 4. 14. 16 S 10 
g, 4% 22 © Fobn 5. 38, 39. 2 Cor. 13. 17,18 


II. 
God alone is Lord of the Conſcience, and 


and ments of Men, which are in any thing 
mcrary to his Word or not contained in it, 
that to believe ſuch Do@rines, or to obey 
h Commands out of Conſcience, is to be- 
y true Liberty of Conſcience, *® and the 
quiring of an implicit faith, and an abſolute 
blind Obedience, is to deſtroy Liberty of 
onſcience, and Reaſon alſo,” * Jam 4 12 
un. 11. 4 As 4. 19 & 5. 29. 1 Cor. 7.23 
al, 23. 8, 9,10. 2 Cor. 1. 24. Mat. 15, 9 
x, 2. 10, 22, 23 Gal. 1. 10 & 2..2, 4, 5 
5. 1 * Rom. 10. 11 & 14. 23 1/a. 8. 20 
17. 11 Jobs 4. 22 Hoſ. 5.11 Fer. 8. 9 


* III. 10 
ol They who upon pretence of Chriſtian Li- 
than / do practice any fan, or cheriſh any Juſt, 


they do thereby pervert the main deſign of 
Grace of the Goſpel to their own deſtruc- 


„ile hands of our enemies, we might ſerve 
fol Lord without fear, in Holineſs and Righ- 


th left it free from the Docrines and Com- 


n; ſo they wholly deſtroy the end of Chri- 
u Liberty, which is that being delivered gut - 


I 2 teculacts | 
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tcouſneſs BM AB him all the days of oue | F. 
* Gal 511 1 Pet 2 16 2 Pet 2 19 Joby 0 


34 Luke 1. 7+» T5 5 80 ' 


CHAP. XXII. 
Of Religious Worſpip, and of the Sabhath D- 


THE light of Nature ſheweth that there 
a God, who hath Lordſhip and Soy 
 Faignty over all, is Juſt, Good, & doth Go 
uato all, and is therefore to be Feared, Love 
Prailed, called upon, truſted in, and ſerv 
with all the Heart and all the Sopl, andy 
all the might: * But the Acceptable way 
Worthiping the true God is jnitituted by hi 
ſelf, and ſo limited by his own revealed wi 
that he may not be Worſhiped according 
the Imaginations and devices of Men, of | 
ſuggeſtions of Satan under any yiſible rep 
ſentations, or any other way not preſcribed 
the holy Seripture * Rem 1 26 49: 
24 fal 119 64 Jer. 10. 7 P/a. 31. 23. 
18. 3 Rom. 10. 12 Pſa. 62.3 Fob. 24 
Mark 12. 33 Dent. 12. 32 Mat. 15. 9. 4 
17. 25 Mas. 4 9, 10 Dent. 4. 15, £020. Ex 
20. 4» 50 Col. 2. 23 c 


— — - A 


I. * 
| * ; N 
| Religious Wor ſhip is to be given to God! ' 


Fat 
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4 cafe if Faith. 6y 


MM Ficher, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and to him a- 
ee © not to Angels, Saints, or any other 
'Wc(r-atures ; “ and fince the Fall, not without 
\ Mediator, nor 4n the Mediation of any other 
but of Chriſt alone © © Mat 4 1» Jes 5 
23. G2 Cor, 13. 14 Col. 2 18 Rev, 19. 10 


Rom. 1.25 Jobn 14. 6. 1 Tim 2.5 Eb. 3 
8. Cot. 3. 17 11. 


Prayer with Thankſgiving, being one ſpe- 
tial — of natural Warſhip, f is by God re- 
WT quircd of all Men; g but * it may be ace. 
iy cepted, it is to be made in the name of theSon, 
Joy the help of the Spirit, according to 
inf his Will, * with Underſtanding, Reverence, 
ol Humility, Fervency, Faith, Love, and Perſe- 
18 i and when with others in a known 
MM Toogue® f Phi A 6 8 Pſal 65 2 h Jen 
ol 3. 14. 1 Pet. 2. 3 Rom. 8. 26.1 Fob: 
43. 14. Pn. 47. „ 4 5 % 1 28 

Cen. 18. 27 James 5. 10 Mark 11. 24 Mat. 
; þ 124 106.0 e SOTO 1b f 
4 
4 IV. | 
ll Prayer is to be made for things lawful, * & 
ſor all forts of Men Living, or that ſhall Live 
her-atter, “ but not for the Dead, * nor for 
Mole of whom it may be known that they 
Ie finntd the fin unto Death = 2 1 Jabs 


68 = Conf Non of Faith.” 


10 1 Tin 2. 1, 2 Jebn 17. 20. 2 Jan 7, 9 „ 
uth 4 12 * 2 3 12. 21, 22, 23. WwithMi: 
Luk: GG 253 26 Kev. 14+ 13 9 Jobs 5 16 |: 


V. W 


"The Reading of the Scriptures, * Preach- 
ing, and hearing the Word of God, * Sing- 
ing of Pſalms, u as alſo the Adminiſtration of 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are all parts of 
religious Worſhip of God, to be performed ia 
obedience untoGod with underſtanding, Faith 
reverence and Godly fear Solemn Humi- 
liations wich Faſtings, * and Thankſgiving 
upon ſpecial occaſions, 7 are in their ſeveral 
times and ſeaſons to be uſed in an holy and 
religious Manner r As 15 21 Rev 
3 2 Tim, 4. 2. Jam. 1. 22. As 10. 33 
Mat. 13. 19 Heb. 4. 2 ſa. 66.2 * Col.; 
16 Eph: 5 19 James 5, 13 Matt. 28. 19 
1 Cor. 11. 23 1 29 All 2. 41, 42 Joel 2. 12 
Eſt ber 4. 16 Mark 9. 29 1 Cor. 7. 5.7 Pſa, 
107. per tot Eber 9. 22 Heb, 12. 28 


VI, 


Neither Prayer, nor any other part of Re- 

ligious Worſhip, is now under the Goſpel ei- 
ther tyed unto, or made more acceptable by 
any place in which it is performed, or towards 
which it is directed. a But God is to be Wor- 
ſhiped every where b in Spirit and.in truth, © 

$5. at 
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« in private Families & daily, e and in ſer 
tet each one by himſelf f ſo more felemnly 
- the Publick Aſſemblies, which are not care- 
ey nor wilfully to be neglected or forſaken, 
when God by bis Word or Providence calleth 
thereuntoOs ® Jobng 21 b Mail 1 Tim 


h- . 8. © John 4. 23, 24. d Jer. 10.25. Deut. 
8. C, 7. Job 1. 5. 2 Sam. 6. 18, 20. 1 Pet. 3 

or toſz e Mat. 6. 1 1. f Mat 6 6. Eb. 6.15 
of. iz. 56. 6. 7. Heb. 10. 25. Prov. 1. 20, 2 1, 24 
a fo £. 34. Atts 13 42. Luke 4.16. AA, 2.42. 


"4 vn. 


ZW As it is of the Law of Nature, that in gene- 
al Wi! a proportion of time by God's appointment 
id. te (er apart for the Worſhip of God; fo by 
| Wis Word in a poſitive, Moral and Perpetual 
33 Wcommandment, binding all men in all Ages, 
3 Wi: hath particularly appointed one day in 
19 Wren for a Sabbath to be kept holy unto him, Þ 
12: *ich from the beginning of the World to the 
4. eſurrection of Chriſt, was the laſt day ofthe 
Weck, and from the ReſurreQion of Chriſt 

was changed into the firſt day of the Week, 4 
phich in Scripture is called the Lord's day, * 
© Wd is to be continued to the end of the World 
i Wc Chriftian Sabbath, I the obſervation of 
DY Wc lat day of the Week being aboliſhed m 
h rod. 20. , 1 f l. Ja. 36. 2, 7. Cen 2.2 
g. Cor. 6. 1, 2. 441 26.7, Kk Rev. 1. 10. | Exod 
| 20 
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20. 8, fo. with Mat. 5.17, 18. m Col. 2. if 
Nec 8 0 4. 9, 10. 


VIII. 


This Sabbath is then kept holy unto t 
Lord, when Men after a due preparing « 
their hearts, and ordering their common. 
fairs beforehand, do not only obſerve an hal 
teſt all the day from thei own works, words 
and thoughts about their Worldly Impleoy 
ments and Recreations, nf but alſo art take 
up the whole time in the Publick and Privat 
Exerciſes of his Worſhip, and in the dus 
neceſſity and.mercy © n Exod 20 8 & 1 
43, 4 30. and i 3. 12, to 18. Iſa 58. 13 N. 
+2. 15 le 23 . * 5 Mat. 12. 1, 10 
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Sq 1 A F. XXIII. 
Of Lawful Oaths and Vows. 


Lawful Oath is a part of religious Wo 

ſhip, « wherein the Perſon Swearing! 

ruth, Righteouinels and Judgment le lem 

ly catierh God to Witneſs what he afferte 


or promiſeth, and to Judge him according ff 


the” Trutn or Falſhood of What heSweareth. 
« Deut. 10 20. b Jex. 4. 2. Exod, 20.7. 
19. 12. 2 Gor. f. 23. 2 Chron. 6. 22,23 


. 


II. 4 | 
The name of God only is that by whick 
den ought. to Swear and therein it is to be 
td with all holy fear & reverence : © There- 
5 orc to Swear vainly or raſhly by that glori- 
and dreadiul name or to ſwear « all by 
other thing, is fintul,& to be abhorred : f 
Whet as in matters of weight and moment ant 
Nath is warranted by the Word of God un- 
tr the New Teſtament, as well as under the 
lt, © fo a Lawlul Oath, bing impoſed by 
ful Authority in ſuch matters ought to he 
ken, fe Deut. 6. 13 4 Exod 20.79 © Jer. 5 
IN. Mat. 5.34,35,36 Jam. 5.12 * Heb.6 16 
i Cor. 1. 2g 1a 65.16 i Kings &, 31 New 
8; 25 Exr, 10. 5 
III. 


Whoſoever taketh an Oath warranted by 
e Word of God, ought duly to confider the 


orie btineſs of ſo ſolema an Act, and cherein 
g Wo «vouch nothing but what dhe is fully per- 
maÞv:ced is the truth : “ neither may any man 


ind himſelf by an Oath. to any thing but 
mat is good and juſt, and what he be- 
veth ſo to be, and what he is able and re- 
ved to perform: Yet it is a din to tefuſe 
„ Oath touching any thing that is good and 
, being Lawtully impoſed by Authority - i 

„ 
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8 Exod 20. 7. Fer. 4. 2. b Gen. 24.1, 2,3 


28, 19. ub 2 Sam 21. 1. 


— — * 
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Hſe, ptofeſſed poverty, and regular obedien 
ate ſo far from being degrees of higher perl 


4473340 
8 


6,8, 9. i Num. 5. 19, 2 1. Neb. g. 12. Exo. 22 
„ 


An Orth is to be taken in the plain & co 
mon lenie of the words, without equivoce 
on or mental reſeryation : It cannot oblij 
to ſin, but in any thing not ſinful being tak 
it binds to performance, although to a ma 
owa hurt; nor is it tobe violated, althouy 
made to tereticks or lafidels:“ K Fer. 
2. Pſal. 24. 4. II Sam. 23 22, 31, 33,3 
Pſal. 15.4. m Ezek. 17. 16, 18,19. Jab. 


By: „ 


A Vow, which is not to be made to a 
Creature but toGod alone, is of the like off 
with a promiſſory Oath and ought to be mi 
with the like Religisus care, and to de p 
formed wich the like faithfulneſs“ Pſa. 76 
Jer. 44. 28, 26. Pſal. 50. 14. & 65.1 
19 21 KHccl. 5. 4, 5, 6. Fſal. 61. 8. &. 
13. 14 * e e 

; VI. 
Popiſh monaſtical Vows of perpetual ſiaꝗ 


Qion that they are Superltitious and ho 
OST -; ial 


— 
* 
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A Conſeffion of Faith, 
jurez, in which no "Chriſtian may intangle 
jinſelt. * Mat. 19 11,12. 1 Cor. 7. 2,9 Epb 
8 1 Pei. 4 2 1 C 7 1 R 


2,9 
22 


cool -- — — 
a C HAP. XXIV. 
„ Of the Ciui! Magiſtrate. 


b the ſupream Lord and King of all 
HT the World, hath ordained Civil Magit- 
atcs to be under him, over the People for his 
4 wn glory and the publick good; and to this 
ich armed them with tag Power of the 
vor, for the detence and encouragement of 

em chat do good, and for the puniſhment ot 
doects: Ron 13 1 % 4 1 Pet 2 13,14 


. 1. 


It is Lawtul for Chriſtians to accept & exę- 
f ite the Office of a Magiltrate, when called 
ereunto : * in the management_whereof as 
eu ought eſpecially to maintain Piety, Ju- 
te aud Peace, according to the wholſom 
ivs of eech Commonwealth ; © So for that 
id they may Lawfully now vader the new- 
no elt2ment wage War upon juſt and neceſſary 
eon. d b Pro. 8. 15,16. Rom 13.1,2,4. 
/! 2. 10,79 12. 1 Tim: 2 2. Pak $2;5.4 
an 23 3. 1 Pes. 2, 1g. d Lat 3.14 Re. 13.4 | 
lf. 8, 9,19. AZ 10. 12,2, Rev. 17 141 
K 2 III | 


: 

: 

' 
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- . maintaining of ſuck practices as are contrar 


 Do&rines of the Goſpel, or ways of the Wot 


Tribute and other dues, to obey, their la 


III. 5 


They who upon pretence of Chriſtian like 
ty ſhall oppoſe any Lawful power, or the law 
ful exerciſ-s of it, teſiſt the Ordinance of Goc 
and for their publiſhing of ſuch opisiong, « 


to the Light of nature, or to the knoy 
principles of Chriſtianity, whether concer 
ing faith, worſhip or cenverſation, or to t 
power of Godlineſs, or fuch erronious opin 
om or practices, as either in their own nature 
or in the manner of pubhſhing or maintaigin 
them ate defruQtive to the external peace { 
order which Chriſt hath eftabliſhed in t 
Church, they may Lawtully be called to 1 
count, and proceeded againft by the cenſur 
of the Church, and by the power of the Ciy 
Magiſtrate ; yet in ſuch differences about t 


ſhip of God, as may befal men exerciſing 
good conſcience, manifeſting it in their Co 
verfation, and holding the foundation, & d 
ly obſerving the Rules of peace and order 1. 
there is no warrant for the Magiſtrate ON i. 


 abridge them of their liberty. b 
| IV, 5 

It is the Duty of People to pray for Mag 
rates, to honour their Perſons, to pay the! ? 


co T 


4 Confeſſion. of Faith, | | 75 N 


em mands, and to be ſut ject to their autho- 
ity for conſciente fake, Infidelity, or dif- 
ference in religion, &cth not make void the 
Magiitrates juſt and legal Authority, nor free 
the people from their due Obedience to, him: 
from which Eccleſiaſtical perſons are not Ex- 
empted, much leſs hath the Pope any power 
or Juriſdiction over them in their dominions, 
or over any of their people, and leaſt of all 
to deprive them of their dominions or lives if 
he (hall judge them to be hereticks, or upon 
any other pretence whatſoever. 1 Tim 2 12 
Pet. 2.17, Rom. 13, 6,7. & 13. 5. Tit.3.1 
1Pet,2 13, 14, 16. Rem. 13. 1. 1 King 2. 85 
Ad 25. 9, 10, 11. 2 Pet 2. 1, 10, 11 Jude v., 


10 11. 2 Tbeſ. 2. 4. Rev. 13. 15, 16, 17. 


* 


GHAP, XXV. 
Of Marriage. 


* Arriage is to be between one Man and 
one Woman : neither is it Lawful for 
ay man fo have more then one Wife, nor 
lor any Woman to have more than one Huſ- 
band at the ſame time, ® Gen 2 24 Mai 19 
5 6 Prow 2 17 | 
II. . 
Marriage was ordained for the mutyal help 
of Huſband and wife, b fer the increaſe of 
. ; Mankind 


7 Con feſi n of Faitb. 


Mankind with a Legidimate Iſſue, and of the 
Church with an holy ſeed, e and for preyenc- 


ing uncleanneſs * b Ger 2 18 „ / 2 Ti 


d i Cor 7 2, 9 
III. 


I: is Lawful for all ſorts of people to marry, 
who are able with judgment to give their con- 
fent © Vet it is the duty of Chriſtians to mar- 
ry in the Lord, f and therefore ſuch as pro- 
feſs ths tru: retormed Religion, ſhould not 
marry with Infidels Papiſts, or other Idolators: 
neither ſk9uld ſuch as are Godly be unequally 
voked by marrying ſuch as are Wicked in 
their Life, or maintain damnable Herehie 
e H{:h.13 4. 1 Tim. 4. 3. 1 Cor. 7. 36, 37,38 
Cen. 24. 57,58. # 1 Cor. 7. 39. 8 Gen. 34, 14 
Exod. 34.16. Deu. 7 3.4. 1 King 11. 4. Neb 
13. 25,26, 27. Mal. 2.11, 12. 2 Cor. 6. 14. 


IV, 


Marriage cught not to be within the degrees 
of Conſanguinity or affinity forbidden in the 
Word, h nor can ſuch Taceftuoug Marriages 
ever be made Lawful by any Law of man, or 
conſent of parties, ſo as thoſe Perſons may 
live together as Man and Wife h Lev 18 
chap 1 Car. g. 1. Amis 21 7, i Mark 6: 48. 
Lev. 18. 24, 10 29. 

CHAP, 


A Confeſſion of Faith, h 77 


CH AP. XXVI. 
Of the Cburcb. 


HE Catholick er Uciverſat Church, 
which is inviſible, conſiſts of the whole 
zumber of the Elect, that have been, are, or 
hall be gathered into one under Chriſt the 
ker thereof, and the Spouſe, the Body, the 
fulneſs of him that filleth all and in all = Epb. 
1, 10, 22, 23. C g. 23, 27, 32 Col. h. 18 


., 


The whole body of men throughout the 
World, profeſſing the faith of the Goſpel, & 
obecience unto God by Chrift according unto 
, > not deſtroying their own. profeflion by 
any errors everting the foundation, e or un- 
holineſs of Cenverſation, they“ and their 
Children e with them are, and may be called 
the viſihle Catkolick Church of Chriſt, f al- 
movgh as ſuch. it is not intruſted with any Of- 
iccrs to rule or govern over the whole body &. 
D Cor. 1. 2. Cel 2. 19. 1Tim 1. 19, 20 
2 Tim 2. 19 Tit 1. 16 1 Cor 7. 14 Atis 2129 
Ezek, 16. 20,21 Rom. 11.16 Gen 17. 7 1 C0 
12. 12,13 Rom. 15 9, 10, 12 Epb. 4. 8, 113 
12 Rom. 1 2. 6, 7, 8. 1 Cor. 12. 18,19, 39 


1H. 8 


be pureſt Churches under heaven are ſub- 
ect both to mixture & error, ; & ſome have 
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ſo degenerated as to become no Churches c 
Chriſt, but Synagogues of Satan: i Neverthe 
lels Chrift always hath had, & ever ſhall hav 
a viſible Kingdom in this world, te the end 
thereof of ſuch as believe in him, and mak. 
profeſſion of his name k h 1 Cor 13 12 Re 
2, 3 chapters Mat 13 24,to 30, 42 Rev 28, 
Rom. 11. 18, % 23 Mat 16. 18 Fal 72. 1 
102. 28 Mat 28. 19, 20 


IV. 


There is no other bead of the Church but 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 nor can the Pope o 
Rome in any ſenſe be head thereof but | 
that Antichriſt, that man of Sin, and ſono 
Perdition that exalteth himſelf in the Chure 
againſt Chriſt & all that is called God, whor 
the Lord ſh all deſtrey with the brightneſs 0 
his coming. Col 1. 18 Epb 1. 22 al 
23. 8, 9, 10. 2 The}. 2 3, 4, 8, 9 Kev 13.4 


. 


As the Lord in his care and love toward 
bisChurch hath ia his infinite wife providence 
exerciſed it with great varicty in all ages fo 
the good of them that love him, and his ow 
glory: * ſo accerding to his promiſe, we ex 
pect that in the latter days, Antichriſt being 
deſtroyed, o the Jews called, p and the adver 
ſaries of the Kingdom of tits dear Son broken 
l 1 the 


F 


A Conſefſim of Faith, 79 


| the Churches of Zhrit being enlarged and 
ei d through a free and piciutiul cummunt- 
ton of hg t and. grace, thyli c: y in this 
world a more quiet, peace hie ud pI] tus 
ndirion then thy, have ej ed.“. 
1% 3 S 14 218 8 ug 312 Toth 
* q, 10-Kev 18 2,4, 21 & 17 167 Rim. 
& 11. 23,40 32 // 110.1 &29 
Fe v1 g Poel 2 18, 29 {ja 2. 2, 3 4 Mit 
3 I 2 tg enl h 7. 27 


ä 


$0 


— 
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C HAF. WII. 
Of the C mmuntin of Saints 


their Head by his Spi it nd Flith al- 
tngh chey are not made thereby one perſon 
rin him 4 have fellowſhip in his Graces, 
$7-rings, Death, Re ſurrection and Glory: b 
And deing united to one another in love» 
they have communion in each others gif's & 
. ces, e and are onlige t to the perto; mace 

uch dutys, publick "and private, as do con- 
* to their matual gao |, both in th- in var 
ini outward Man * Cel 1. 18, 19 1 Cer. 
8. 6 J/a. 42.8. 1 Tin 6. 15, 16 Pal 45 7 
wih Heb 1. 8,9 bi John 1. 3 Eph 3 16 #9 


tim, 2,12 EA 15,16. 1 (er 12. 786 3 
21, 22, 23 Col 2. 19 1 Thy 5 11, 14 Nom 
„12, 14. 1 John 3. 16, 17, 19 Gal 6. 10 

1. Il; 


LL Saints that ate united to JeſusChriſt 


Ig Job. 1. 16 Epb 2.5, 6 Phil 3 1 Rom 6 5,6 | 


— ——ä— . ww — — — — 
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25 A Confeſhon' of Faidh, 


ſervices as tend to their mutual edification, 


11.20. * Epb. 6.2.4. 5. 9. & 5. 22,4026. 17 


II. 


All Saints are bound to maintain an ho! 
fellowſhip and communion in the worſhip 
God, and in performing ſuch other ſpirity 


as allo in relieving each other in outwar 
things according to their ſeveral abilities, 28 
neceſlities : which communion, though eſpe 
cially to be exerciſed by them in the relatio 
wherein they ſtand, whether in Families « 
Chucches, f yet ag God offereth opportunity 
is to be extended unto all thoſe who in ever 
place call upon the name of the Lord Jeſus 
Heb. 10. 24.23. As 2.42.46. J. 2. 3. 0 


5,8, Cal. 6 10, Ads 2 44,45. 1 Job. 1 
2 Cor. 8. & ꝙ chapters As 11. 29, 30. 


— 


G HA f. XXVII. 
Of the Satraments, $ 


. are holy Signs and Seals of thi 
Covenant of Grace, 2 immediately inſli 

ruted by Chriſt, b to repreF-nt him and bY. 
benefits and to confirm our intereſt in him, 
and ſolemnly to engage us to the fervice C 
God in Chriſt, accordit g to his Word. 4 K. 
Nom. 4 11. Gen. 17. 7, 10 b Mat. 28,19, 10. 


ot 


Fr.23. 1 Cor 10. 16, 11,25,26, © Kon, 
6, 35 4 1 Cor, 10, 16, 21, | vs 


A Confeſſion of Faith. ir 
II. 


There is in every Sacrament a ſpiritual rela- 
on, or Sacramental union between the ſign 
nd the thing ſignified ; whence it comes to 
als chat the names and effects of the one are 
tributed to the other. © Gen, 17. 10. Mat.26 


½ 28. Ti, 3. 5. 
III. 


Ihe grace which is exhibited m-or by the 
:craments rightly uſed, is not conferred by 
ny power in them, neither doth the efficacy 
e dactament depend upon the piety or in- 
enclan of him that deth ad miniſter it, but 
pon the work of the Spirit,“ and the word 

 lnitirution, which contains together with a 

pt. authorizing the uſe thereof, a promiſe 
* elit to worthy receivers. * Rom. 2.28 
g Pet. 3. 21. 3 Mat. 2.11. 1 Cor. 12.13 
Mas. 26. 27,28. and 28. 19, 29. 


II. 


There be only two Sacraments. ordained . by 
rilt our Lord in the Goſpel, that is to ſay, 
pum and the Lord's Supper; neither of 
nen may be diſpenced by any but by a 
infer of the word lawſully called. Mat 
„ 19 1 Cor, 41. 20, 23 C4. 1, Heb. 5. 4 
L 2 ' VV. -The 
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| fin, © and 9f his giving up u to (Gro, th OUL 


31 70. 1. 33 Mat. 28. 19, 20. 


82 A Confrffron of Faith, 
V. 


The Sacrament: of the Oli Teſtament, in 
regard of the {piricual thing. thereby figaked 
an! cxninitel, were oc un tinc? the fame 
with thoſe of ih-n-w. * i Cor 101234 
—— * — — 


OH A r., XXII, 
Of Bapti/ m. 


Aptiſm is a Sacrament of the New Teſtq, 
ment, ordained! by Jelus Chriſt, “ ta bt 
unto the party op z a fign and Seal of thelll | 
Covenan of Grace, * of ns ingraftitg it 
heist, © of regeneration, “ of remiflion « 


Telus Chit to welk in newnels of life; 
which Or mant 1s by Ch in's own appaint 
meat to be cont noed in his Church ug itt 
en of the Woria ® * Mat. 28 19 * Ron 
11 with Col 2.11.12 © Ga! 3. 27 Romo 
7/1 2 5 © Mart 1. 4 f Kom. 6. 3,4 8% 
28. 19, 20 | 
N IT, 


The ou: ward Element to be uſed inthis Ot 
finance e Warer, where with the party 15 to 
hap! 2-0 in the name of che Father, anc 6 ti 
Sor, and of he holy Ghost, by a Miniſter | 
the G-ſoe! lawfully cal d theteunto d Mt! 


1 


A Confeſſion of Faith, _. 83 
III. 


in Dipping of the perſon into the Water is 
ned rot neceſſary but Baptiſm is rightly adminif- 
met: d by pouring or ſprinkling water upon the 
p- ſon i Heb. 9 10, 19 to 22 Ad, 2. 41 & 
16. 33 Mark 7. 4. 


. 


Not only thoſe that do actually profeſs. 
Faith in, and Obedience unto Chriſt, Kk but 
al» the Infants of one or both believing Pa- 
ents ate to be Baptized, and thoſe only * * 
Mi: 16 15,16 444 8.37.38 1 Gen. 17 7,9 
1% Gal 3. 9,14 & Col. 2 11 & Atts 2. 38, 39 
Kom. 4 11,12 1 Cor. 7. 14 Mat. 28. 19 
Mar“ 10. 13 4% 16 Luke 18. 15 


V. 


Although it be a great {in to contemm or 
deglect this Ordinance, “ yet grace and ſal- 
ion ate not ſo inſepatably annexed to it, as 
t:2 no perſon can be regenerate or ſaved 
wi:hgut it; “or that all that are baptized are 
vn: ubtectly regenerated ® * Luke 7. 30 with 
44 24, 25,26 * Rom. 4. 11 cds 10. 3 

4, 22, 31,45147 4A, 9. 13, 23 | 

q VI. 
/ The Efficacy of Baptiſm is not tyed to that 
moment of time wherein it is adminiſtred, * 
yet 


J 


84 4 Confaſton of Faith. 


yet notwithſtanding, by the right uſe of this 
OrJiaaace, the grace promiſed is not ogly 
offered. but really exhibited and conferred by 
the holy G icoſt to ſuch (whether of age or la- 
fants) as th it grace belongeth unto, according 
to the counſel of God's own Will in his appoin- 
ted time * ? Joby g. g, 8 Gal. 3. 27 Tit 
3. 5 Epb. 5. 25, 26 Ad, 2. 38. 41 


VII. 


Baptiſm is but once to be adminiſtred to 2. 
ny perſon Titus 2.5 


CH AP.' . 
Of the Lord's Supper. 


UR Lord Jeſas ia the night wherein he 

was betrayed, iaftituted the Sacrament 

of ais Body and Bload called the Lord's Sup- 
er, to be obſerved in his Churches tothe end 
of the World, for the perpetual remembrance, 
and ſhewing forth of the ſacrifice of himſelf 
in his death, the ſealing of all bent ſits thereof 
onto'trueBelievers, their ſpiritual nouriſhment 
and growth in him, their further ingagement 
in and to all dutys wh ch they owe unto him, 
and to be a bond and pledge of their commu- 
oi0n with him and with each other * 1 Cor 


11, 23,24, 25,26 F 10. 16, 17, 21 12, 3h 


A Conf:fton of Faith, 


II. 


la this Sacrament Chriſt is not Offered up 
to his Father, not any real Sacrifice made at 
il for remiſſion of (in of the quick or dead,“ 
mc only a Memorial of that one effering up 
of himself upon the Croſs once for all, and a 
cirituat Oblation of all poflible praiſe unto 
Gd for the ſame; © (o that the Popiſh Sacri- 
ice of the Maſs (as they call it) is moſt abo- 
ninable, ir jurious to Chriſt's own only Sacri- 
fee, the alone propitiation for al} the fins of 
be El 4 d Heb 9 22,25,26.28 c1Cor 
1. 24,25,26. Mat. 26.26,27, * Heb. 7. 235 
14, 27 & 10, 11, 12, 14, 18. 


III. 


The Lord 1 hath in this Ordinance, ap- 
pointed his Miniſters to declare his word of 
aſtruRion to the People, to pray and bleſs 
the 1 Jements of Bread and Wine, and thereby 
o ſet them apart from a common to an holy 
ile, and to take and break the Bread, to take 
he Cup, & (they Communicating allo them- 
yes) to give both to the Communicants, *® 
Ve co none who are not then preſent in the 
Congregation, fe Mat. 26. 26,27,28 Mark 
1 22, 23,24. Luk. 22. 19, 29 1 Cor. 15. 

5 40 26. A 20. 7. 1 Gor, 11, 20. 


log them for any Pretended religious uſe, a 


X albeit ia ſubſtance and nature they Kill r 


called Tranſubſtantiation) by Conlecration 


$6 A Confeſon of Faith, 
I V. b 


Private Maſſes, er Receiving the Sacramedfii 
by a Prieſt, or any other alone, 8 as likew(WMi 
the denial of the Cup tothe People, h Wo 
ſhipping the Elements, th: litting them up, 
carrying them about for adoration, & refer 


all contrary to the nature of this Sacrament, 
to tie Iaftitu ion of (C hritt. 8 1 Cor. 19, th 
» Mark 14.23 1 Cor 11. 25,00 20i Mat To | 


V. 


The outward Elements in this Sacrame! 
duly ſet apart to the uſes ordained by Chil 
have ſuch relation to him crucified, as tb 
truly yet Secramentaliy only, they are fom 
times called b; the, name cf the things ti 
repreſent, co wit, the Body & Blood of Chril 


main truly and only Bread and Wine as tht 
were before. Vat 26, 26, 27, 28 '1G 
11. 26, 27, 28 Mat 26. 29 


VI. 


That Doctrine wh'ch maintains a change 
the ſubſtance of Bread and Wige Ioto the ful 
ſtance of Chriſt's Body and Blood (common 


a Prieſt, or by any other Way, 18 repugns 
| | N 


4 Confeſſion of Feith, 37 


jot to the Scripte alone, but even to com- 
mon Senſe and reaſon, overthroweth the na- 
ure of the Sacrament and. hath been, and 18 
he cauſe of manifold Superſtitions, yea of 
wrols Idolatries. ® a8. 3. 21. 1Cor. 11. 244 
1 26. Luke 24. 6, 39. 


VII. " 


Worthy Receivers outwardly partakitig of 
he viciovie Elements in this Sacrament, * do 
ken alſo inwardly by Faith, really and indeed, 
et not carnally and corporally, but ſpiricually, 
receive end feed ypon Chriſt crucified and all 
hens fits of his death z the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt being then not corporally or carnally 
„ with, ot under the Bread and Wine, yet 
us really, but ſpiritually preſent to the Faith 
of Believers in that Ordinance, as the Ele- 
nents themſelves ate to their outward ſenſes. * 
"1 Cor, 11, 28. 2 1 Cor. 10. 16. 


VIII. 


Aal Tgnotant and ungodly perſons, as they 
re unfit to er joy communion with Chriſt, ſo 
re they unworthy of the Lord's Table, & can- 
W-: vichou: great fin againſt him whillt they 
main ſuch, partake of theſe holyMyſteries, * 
de admitted therevnto z yea whoſoever 
hall Receive Unworthily; are guilty of the 
loc and Blood of the Lord, eatipg and 

n 91 Atiak- 


8 A Confeſſ on of Faith. | 
drinking Judgment to themſelves. © 10 
11. 275 2 5, 29 2 Cor. 6 14, 13,16. 110 ſ 
39.19 10 3. 6, 14, 15. Mat. 7. 
; 1 Cor. II. 3 | 7 
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C 1 A b. XXXI 
Of the Staie of Man after Death, and 
. the Rejſurretiion of the Dead, 


"AE Bodies of men after death return 
& | duſt, & ler Corruption, * but their Soy 
{ which neither die nor fI-ep ) having an le 
mortal ſubſiſtence, immediately return toGy 
who gave them, * the Sou's of the Righteo 
being chen mace petfect in Tholinets, are re 
ceived into the hight Heavens, where the 
behold the face ot God in light and glory 
Waiting for the full Redemption of their B 
dies: And the Souls of zhe Wicked are ci 
into Hell, where they remain in Lorment, ( 
urter darknels reterved for the Judgment 
the great day: “ deſides thele two places 
fouls ſepærated from their bodies, the Serge 
acknowledgeinnone, * Gen 3 19. 4133 
» Luk 23.43. Ecil 12 7. © Heb 12 23. aCor 5 
6.8. Phil. 1 23. 4.3.21. Epb.4- 10, IL 
26, 23,23. Act. 1. 25. Jud. v. G. 1 Pet. 3. 19 


I, 


At the laſt day ſuch as are found alive ſha 


not dye, but be Changed, * and all the Des 
_ tha 


l be raiſed up with the ſelf ſame bodies, & 


ich hall be united again to their fouls for- 
ver. © ® 1'Thef. 4. 17, Co. 15. 5 52 
Wl 19. 26,27, 1 Cor. 15. 42, 431 44+ 


III. The Bodies of the Unjuſt ſhall by the 

45 Fower of Chriſt be raiſed to diſhonour ; The 
cies of the juſt by his Spirit unto honour, & 

. Tad conformable to his own glorious 
ody. Ad. 24.15. Joon 5.28,29. 1Cor.15.42 


3 . 21. 
bk, bs * 


„ —— gj 


W * 


Gi CHAP. XXXII. 

| 

1 Of the loſt Judgment, 

the OD hath appointed a day wherein he will 


1 Judge the World in Righteouſneſs by 


rent is given of the Father ; * in which day 
bt only the Apoſt ate Angels ſhall be Judged, 

by: l:kewife all perſons that have lived upon 
th, ſhall appear before the Tribunel of Chritt 


7. ©1Cer. 6. 3. Jude v. 6G. 2 Pet 2 4. d 2 Cor 
10. Eel. 12. 15 Rom. 2.16, & 10, 12. 


lat, 12. 36 37: 
"M2 „ .Ths 


A Confeſſion of Faith. "9 


one other, althovgh with different qualities, 


. Chrift, to whom all power and Judg-: 


0 g1v2 an account of their Thoughts, Words 


r D=ecs, and to Reccive according to whit 
„ have done in the Body, whether it be 
Lade or Evil. 4 » A#.17.910, b Job g. 22, 


go A Conſeſton of Faith. 


IT. The end of God's appointing this day, 
for the manifeſtation of the glory of his mere 
in the Ecernal Salvation of the Ele&, & of hi 
Juſtice in the damnation of the Reprobate 
who are wicked and diſobedient 2: for then ſha 
the Righteous go into Everlaſting Life, & re 
ceive that fulneſs of joy and glory, with ever 
laſting reward in the preſence of the Lord by 
the Wicked who know notGod and obey no 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be caſt int 
eternal Torments, and be puniſhed with ever 
laſting deſtruction from the preſence of 4h 


Lord, and from the Glory of his Power. M. 


25.31.19 end. Rom. 2. 9,6. 9 22, 23. Mat: 
21. Ad. 3. 19 2 Thef. 1.7, 1% 10. 


III. As Chrift would have us to be certain 
ly perſwaded that there ſhall bs a Judgment 
both ta deter all men from fin,” and tor ih 
greater conſolation of the godly in their ad 
verſity ; f fo will he have that day unknow 
to men that they may ſhake of all carnal ſe 
curity, and be always watchful, becauſe the 
know not at what hour the Lord will come 
and may be ever prepared to ſay, Come Lor 
Jeſus, come quickly Auen. f 2 Pet 3.111 
2 Cor g 10, 11. 2 The{. 1. 8,6, Luk. 21 27,2 
Kom 8 22.24. 23. Mat. 24. 36, 42.434 
Marti 3 35 36, 37, Luk. 12. 35,36 Rev. 22.4 
V nn, 
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THE 


Heads of Agreement, 


Aﬀented to by the United Miniſters 
tormerly called PRESBYTERIAN 
and CONGREGATIONAL 


Articles 


Foz the Adminiſtration 


: 4 | 
CHURCH DISCIPLINE MN 


Unanimouſly 


ain Agreed upon and conſented to by tbe 
ea {CLDERS and MESSENGERS of the 
ml Churches in the Colony of ConnzeTievT 
20 in New- England, Aſſembled by Delegation 
only =: Say. Breok, September gib. 1708. 
1s FIN 35 5. Let us therefore, as many 65 be; perſen, 
br thus minded; and if in any thing ye be cther- 
my wiſe minded, Ged foall reveal even this unto 
56. 
Nba. 4. 3 Endeavouring to keep ihe Unity of 
MY :5-Sprrit in the bond of Peace. 
+ New 7 Londen, 'rinted by Thamas Short, 1710. 
* N EW I ON DON: 
Re. prin:ed by TiMoTHY GREEN, 1750. 


| On 
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The PREFACE, 


"HERE is no Conflitutien on Earth bath 

ever been eflabliſhed on ſuch jure founda- 
tions, ner ſo fully provided for its ſul jiſlance as 
e Church of Ged. It being built on the Pro- 
pacts and Apoltles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being 
the chief Corner Stone. Hence therefore it 
hath from its boly bill, bebeld the Runes of the 
erentsft States and moſt flouriſhing Empires, 
hoving cenlisued in ſafety, free from the fa- 
ial Acctdences of Time, and triumpbed not 
only over the Rage of men, but alſo the re- 
reuted Inſults of the gates of Hell. And ib 
it bath been often ſtraitned as to its extent, 
od l-ſſen-d as t9 its number, yet bath remain- 
ed firm on its ewn Baſis : yea, when moſs} re- 
zuced, it bath forever made good that Mojto, 
Depreſſa Reſurgo; and ſo it ſhall continue ts 
be end of the Weirld ; But to the ame of 
its Offenders, the Church hath ſuffered moſt 
jr:m the Wounds, which foe bath received in 
ibe bouſe of ber Friends, ſrem thoſe Wolves, 
that have come to Her in Sheeps Cloathing. 
Dawnable Errors and Herefies bave ariſen from 
ia her, wherby ſhe hath ſometimes been coſt 
Into herrible ſhades of Darkneſs, as Rev. 9. 2. 


* 
8 r * err — — 4. wth, cs <a ue ot 2 ˙ —— 


W hea _ 


N {- take away all excuſe for his diſobedience Ren- 
4 ; L f : as f 5 | , 
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When the bottomleſs pit was opened, the 
{moke aſcending darkned the Sun and Air, Ya 
when thus grievouſiy Blackned, a Comtline; 
remained ftiil ; Otberwbiles She is ſeen bleed. 
ing with taeWounds of Schiſm and Cententios, 
Offenſive and burtſu! to Her Sacred Head and 
Members, for th:Undivided bead rioycetb in an 
Undivided Body is unde ſiled is but one, Cant, 
C. 9. As She becomes divided, She becomt; 
defiled + And bereby alſo tbe mutual Offices 
be reſpeive Members of this und fied ent 
are Interrupted to the prejugice of the Whol, 
Mbence follow great diſcrders, as when the 
Kye will not ſ for the Hang nor the Head 
take care of the Feet, ner our Union to Chrif 
be acknowlidzed a ſuſſicient bend to eftabliſh a 
relation between Members in particular 1 Cor, 
12. 27. God's Providence forever bears tht 
upper band im theſe Events, who ſuffers tht 
corrupt Minds of Men to run into Errors and 
Diviſions, that the approved may be made ma- 
nifeit, 1 Cor. 11 19. Such ill minded Perſons bi. 
ing threatned with a Wo, that are the Authors e. 
Promoters of ſach Offences, The Atheiſt en: 
deavours to overthrow the whole Conſt itution 


of Religion: The Deiſt to take away all that 
part of it, that promiſeth fingers any ſafety 


from the Wrath to come, and retain no more 


than what is enough to conderan him, and to 


' as Ga of Oo Od. OO A. Sm a. _ M.. Ms Sl 
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1. 20. The Church of Chriſt bath alſo been & 
great ſufferer from tbe Immoralities & diſorderly 
walking of thoſe that are related ts Her, whoſe 
Leavea hath tometimes hazarded the Whole 
lump. 1 Cor. 5. 6. Whoſe unſeemly Pratliſes 
have given advantage to Enemies to ſpeak evil 
of the ways of God, and to queſtion ihe Truth 
of cur Holy Religion, & tbe ſincerity of the Pro- 
feiſcrs thereof. "Theſe muſt be acknowleaged to 
de Spots and Blemiſhes 2 Pet. 2. 13. The 
IVi/d;m of eur Law giver King and Judge, who 
gone bath theOriginal ſoveraignty of giving be- 
ing to, and laying the Foundations of theChurch, 
and whoſe only is the Legiſlative power therein, 
bath given ſuch ample Rights axdPrivileages 
io the Church and ſuch Excellent Rules for its 
Government, as are Inviting to Strangers, like 
a City ſet on a Hill, Mat. 5. 14: And btb lod- 
vl 7d the Executive power in approved bands, 
nal 50: thoſe who love the Church may be in peace, 
-en Her Enemies may find Her Terrible as an 
be- Army with Banners, and that She might yield 
ori /c1/onable ediſication to theſe that walk Regu- 
nM {ary within Her limits, and be able to Di 
cal ce Her ſelf of Impenitent and Incorrigible 
at Ofrenders. Many of the forementioned miſ- 
ies have to our ſorrow offiited the Churches 
rem ts: bin this Government, and by degrees we have 
on ellen under much decay. Mbereupon cur diffi- 
culties have been of a long time iroub'eſomey, 


Jer. 
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Jar tbe healing eur Wounds, à more. Explicat, 
aſſerting the Rules of Government ſufficient, 
provided in the Holy Word batb buen ogy 
bighly expedient Wherelre, 

T be Honourable, the General Aſſembly | 
this Colony cut of a Tender regard 10 th 
welfare of the Churches within the limits of 
therr Government, were pleaſed to appeint th 
ſeveral Eigers of cach Ceutnty with enger! 
from theirChurches to meet in Council, in whic 
they Mud endeaveur lo agree in ſome Generg 
Rutes Conf,rmable to the Word of God fer 
meibod of U ip ine to te pratiiſed in cn 
Chyrches Jbeſe ſeveral Councils baving mel 
0 and dra un up ſome Ruttes of Church Govern 
men did by ibeir Heligates meet and confiitut 
one General A(jenibly of the Churches of thi 
Colony at Siy wro0k, Sept gth. 1708. Wh 
after a full Conſent and ,Jgreement uni 
th: Conf fron of Faiih :ijſenied wito by 164 
Synod of Boſton 3; Did being Studicus of keep 
ing the Unity of the Spin in the Bund cM 
peace, Eph 4 2. Agree that the Heads © 
Agreement Aſſented to by the United Brethren 
formerly called ite ſpy tatian and Congregatio 
nal, in England, be obſerved by the Churcht 
thraugbeut this Colony, which are berewilt 
Puvliſhea,and afier Cos fideration of the ſeveral 
draugbts of the County Councils, did with 4 
1 Chr Mian Copae/cention, ard Fraternal Am 
4 f | — 
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(991. 
cubleneſs Unanimeufly Agree to the Articles for 
jb! Adminiſtration of Church Diſcipline new of- 
lered to Publick View. a'lwwhich being preſented; 
w-re allowed of ind Efabiiford by the General 
{/:mbly of this Colony, es by ther Avis appears 
tor be better ſatiifadtion of our People. we hau 
andertaken a tit, acceptable we truft unte ma- 
ny: tho" it eſcape not the Exceptions of ſome. in 
ju*joyning Seriptures for Corfirmatien of 1be 
Heads of Agreement, which we have not ſ en 
ade thereunto. The afareſaid Articles con 
in Two Heads, The one holding forth the power 
of particular Churches in the Management of 
D:{\ciptne confirmed by Scriptures annexce.- 

The other, ſerves to preſerve promote or re- 
cover the Peace & Edification of the Churches 
by che means of a Conſociation of the Elders, 
and Churches or of an Aſſociation of Elders : 
Hab woich we are agreed bave Countenance 
from the Scriptures and the Propefitions in u- 
(ber to the Secend Purfhion given by the Synod 
e at Boſton 1662. In both which baving re- 
vel to the Divine Precepts of Fraternal Union, 
and that Principle univerſally acknowledged, 
uod tangir *mn*s debet cractari ahompius. 
Th: Scriptares are added for the T'luftration of 
the ſubſtance of the abovementioned Articles, yet 
wth an Apprebenjion, that there may be altera- 
Ans made & fariber Cendeſcentians Agreed up- 
2 
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on, which Hall afterwards appear neceſſary fax 
#btCrder & Edijication of our Churches, 


As we have labeurrd in this affair to approve 
our ſelves unto God, jo we are cbeerful with 
bumble Prayer for bis Bleſſing to recommend the 
Heads of "4greement with the ſubſequent Article; 
unto the acceptance and obſervation of eur Peg. 
Pie. hoping till it pleaſe tbe Lord to ſend forth 
further light and truth in theſe more Controver- 
fal Matters, this Method may be a bleſſed mean; 


of our better Unanimity and Succeſs in our Lerd's 


Wark for the Gathering and Edifying of thy 
Body of Chriſt, for which we beſpeak the 
concur ig Prayers of ail tbat fear the LORD. 


„E SL22SS2200S 
wticads of Agreement Al- 


4 Miniſters formerly called 
| Presbyterian & Congre- 
* gational. 


ds — — — — — 


I. 


Of Churches and Church Members; 


VE acknowledge cur Lerd Frſus Chriſt 
to have one Catbelick Church, or King- 
dom, comprehending all that are united 
— Mo him, whether in Heaven or Earth. And do 
 Feonceive the whole Multitude of Vifible Be- 
] levers, and their Infant Seed (commonly call'd 
S te Catbolict Viſible Church) to belong t 
Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom in this World. Buc 
for the Notion of a Catbolick Vifible Church 
here, as it ſignifies it's having been collected 
Into any formed Society, under a viſible com- 
non Head on Earth, whether one Perſon ſing- 
or many ColleRively, we with the reft of 
| roteltants, Oy diſclaim it. Eb. 1. to 

221 


*' {cnted to by the. United 


> * 
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22. C 4.4. Epb. 5.27. 1Cor 12 12,13, Gen, 
17 7. Ads 2. 39. Mat. 23. 7, to 10. 


II. We agree, that particular Societies of 
viſible Saints, Who under Chrilt their Head, 
are ſtatedly Joined together, for ordinaryCom- 
munion with one another in all the Ordinances 
of Chriſt, are particular Churches, and are to 
be owned by each other, as Infticuted Churches 
of Chrift, though differing in Appreben/iontand 
Pradlice in lome leſſer things. 1 Cor 14. 2,2, 
S1. 2. 12. 29. Rev. 1. 4. Rom. I4 Ll 


III. That none ſhall be admitted as Mem- 
bers, in order to Communion in all the ſpecial 
Ordinances of the Goſpel, but ſuch Perſons as 
are knowing ard ſound in the Fundamental 
Doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion, without 
ſcandal in their Lives; and to a' Judgment 


viſible Holineſs and Honeſty , credibly pro 
{: Ning Cordial Subjection to Jews Chrift. Pro, 
19 2. Act. 8. 31. 2 Tim. 2.19. Ezek. 449. 
Kom. 10. 10. 2 Cor. 9.13. b 


IV. A competent number of ſuch vif! 
$aints, (as before deſcribed )do become the ca? 
pable Subjects of ſtated Communien in all th 


ſpecial Ordinences of Ct riſt upon their mutuayÞ 


declared Confent and Agreement to walk gt 
rher therein according te Goſpel Rule. In hic! 


declaration, different Crgiees of DIE 
4 
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fall no ways hinder ſuchChurches from gwn- 
el. ing each ether, as inſſituted Churches. 1 Cer; 
4. 23 Ad. 20. 7 & 2. 41,42 Rom. 14. 3: 


ol V. The' parecbial Brunds, be rot of Divine 
Righ;, jet tor common ecihcaticn, the Mem- 
bers Cf a particular CEurch ovght (as much as 
conveniently may be) to live r.ear ene another. 
1 Theſ. 5.11, 12, 13. Heb 10. 25. 


nd . That each Fariicular Cl urch bath righe 
„bei cn Officers and being furniſhed 
with ſuch as are aug guairfied and erdained ac- 
e:1Cing to the Go!pe? Kule, hath Authority 
rom Chriſt for exerciſin & Gerern ment, ard of 
er (ovine all the Crainarces of We: ftp vithin it 
ſeit. AA, 6. 2 Titi 1. 5, 6, 7. 1 118. 4 14 
Mat 18 17 1 Cor 11 2 


J. In the Ad migiſt ratiop ef Church Power, 
t belongs to the Paſbers & other Eura of eve ry 


tedern, and to the Brotherhocd to conſent ac- 
tording to the Rule of the Grſpel, 1 Tim 5 17 
He 3 17 I. Cor 4 1 1Cor 5 4 2Cer 6 8,10 


i V 111. Thot all Froſt ſſors as before deſctibed, 


cane bound in Duty, as they have op eee 
the din themſelves 1 Member of ſome 
tua particular Church; their thus joyding being 
ot part of their proleſſed ſubjeQiop to the Ge/pe? 
maln 4 & an inſtituted Means of their hut; 

"eſs bliiſhmear 


particular Church, if fuch thete be to rele & 


102 
bliſhment and Edification; whereby they u 
under the Paſtoral Care, and in caſe of ſcanaaloy 
or offenſive Walking, may be Authoritatively ad 
moniſhed or ceniured fur thtit Recovery, to 
Vindication of the Truth and the Church pre 
feſſing it Adi 2 47 & 5 13 2 Cor 9 
Heb 10 24,25 1 76 5 12, 14 Atts 29 28 


IX That a Viſible Prof [or thus joined to 
parlicular Church cupht to continue Readtaf 
with the faid ChYrch ; and not forſake th 
Miaiſtry, and Ordinances there diſpenſed wi; 
out an orderly ſeeking a Recommendation unt 
another Church, which ought to be give. 
when the Cafe of the Perlon apparently re 
quires it. A212 42 Heb1io 25 Rem 161 


It Of the Miniftry 


I WI agree that the Miniſterial Office i 

iaRituted by Jeſus Chriſt for « 
Gathering, Guiding, Edifying and Gover 
ing of his Church; and to continue to the en 
of the World Eph 4 11,12 Mat 28 19,2 


11 They who are called to this Office oug| 
to be endued with competent Learning & Min 

terial Gifts, as allo with the Grace of God 
ſound in Judgment, not Novices in the Fait 
and knowledge of the Goſpel : without ſca 


dal, of Holy Converſation, and ſuch as devot 
themiclve 


_ yo = = 
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M i6eiv {elves to the Work and ſervice thereof. 
71 2 Tim 2. 24. Rom 12.6. 1 Tim. 3. 2, 3,44 MM 
6,0, 7. Tit. 1. 6,7. 1 Tim. 4. 16. | 


toll III. That ordinarily none ſhall be ordained 

profil to be Work of this Miniſtry, but ſuch as ara I 
(led and Choſen thereunto by a particular | 

28 WM Church. 44, 14. 23. | 


to IV. That in ſo great and weighty a Mat- 
"el . as the Calling and Chuſing a Paſtor, we | 
ei ju e it ordinarily requiſite, that every fuch 
It Church conſult and adviſe with the Paſtor of ' \it 
nt e 11.14815.22 | 


ve That after ſuch Advice the Perſors con- 
10 ae about, being choſen by the Brotherhood 
I tha t particular Church over which he is to 


0 et, and he accepting, be duly Ordained & 

let apart to his Office over them; wherein tis 
de (os -aarily requiſite that the Paſtors of Neigh= 
Mering Congregations concur with the Preach- 
en Alder or Elders, if ſuch there be. Ad. 14. 
ens F. 23. & 13. 23. 1 Tim. 4. 14. 


V1, That whereas ſuch Ordination is only in- 
tended far ſuch as never before bad beenOrdain- 
t to the MenifterialOffice; it any judge, that in 
le caſe alſo of the removal of one formerly Or- 
deined, to a ne Station ,or Paſtoral Charge, there 
dug ht to be a like, ſolemn recommend ing him 


nd his Laboars ts the Grace & Blefing of Ged 
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no different Sentiments or Practice herein; ſhall 


be any occaſion of Contentien or Breach ofCom- 
manion among us. Phil. 3. 15. Epb 4. 2, 3. 


VII. It is expedient that they who enter on 
thework of preaching theGojpel, be not only qua- 
lifted for the Communion of Saints; but alfo, 
that 423M in Caſes Exiraorainary, they ive 
provt of ther Gifts & itnejs for the faiaWark, 

unto the Paſtors of Churches of known Abies 
£2 diſcern. and judge of. their Den 
that they may be ſent forth with ſolemn Appre- 
bation and Prayer; which we judge needful, 
that no Doubt may remain concerning their 
being called unto the Work; and for prevent- 
ing (as much as in us lyeth) Ignorant & raſh 


Intruders. 1 Tim. 1. 22. & 3. 6. 
Fil. Of Cenſures. 


I. S it cannot be avoided, but that in the 
pureſt Churches on Earth, there will 
ſometime: Offences& Scandals ariſe by reaſon 


Hypocciſie & prevailing Corruption, ſo Chriſt 


hath mage it che duty of every Church, to re- 
form it ſelf by Spiritual Remedies appoin ed 
by him to b- applyed in all ſuch Caſes, iz. 
Aamonition & Fxcommunication. Mat. 8. 7. 


"Heb. 12 15. Tit. 3. 10. 1 Cor. 5. 6. 


If. Admonition, being the rebuking of anOf- 
leading Member in order to Conviction, is * 
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c:ic of private Offences to be performed ge- 
co wy to the Rule in Mat. 18 15,16,17.and 
ife of Publick Offences openly before the 
Church, as the Honour of the Goſpel, and the 
natute of the Scandal ſhall require, and it either 
oi the Admonitions take place tor the recovery 
of the fallen Perſon, all lucther Proceedings in 
a way of Cenſure ate thereon to ccaſe, & ſalis- 
ſaclian to be declared accordingly. 1 Tu. 1. 20 
Mat. 18. 15. 17 


III. When all due Means are uſed, according 


to the Order of tbeGofpel tor the reftoring an CO- 


ſer ding & ſcandalius Brotter, and he notwith- 
1a,.010g rematns ImMpeniteat,theCenfure Ex- 
(8Murzeation is to be proceeded unte 3 where- 
a che Paſter & other Elders (if there be ſuch) 
are © lead & go before the Church ; and the 
H otherhocd to give thtir Conſent in a way of 
Oocdience unto Chtiſt, and to the Elders; as 
over thera in the Lord. Mat. 18. 15, 16, 17- 


7. 


Dit 3. 40% 1 Cor. 5. © Theſ. 5. 516 


N t may ſometimes come to paſs, that a 
ech Member, not otherwiſe ſcandalous may 
/4"!y withdraw, and divide bimſelf from the 
C094 nou of the Church to which he belong- 


tt: In which caſe, when all due means for the 


re ucing him, prove ine ſfectualhe having there= 
by cut himſelt off from that Cburcbes Communt- 
n; the Church may juſtly eſteem & declare it 

O 2 Ws 
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ſelf diſcharged of any further Iaſpection over 
him. Hab. 10.25. Rom. 16. 17. 2 The. 3. 14 


IV. Of Tommunion of Churches, 


E agrrethat particular Churches ought 

not to walk fo g iſtinct and ſeparate 
from each ather, as not to have Care & Ten- 
derneſs towards one another. But their Paſtors 
ought to have frequent Meetings together, that 
by mutual Advice, Support, Encouragement, & 
Brotherly Intercourſe,they may ſtrengthen the 
Hearts & Hands of each other in the Ways of 
the Lord. Ad. 15. 23. & 20. 17,28. 


IT. That none of our particular Churches 
ſhall be ſubordinate to one another, each being 
endued with equality of Power from Jeſus 
Chriſt. And that none of the ſaid particular 
Churches, their Officer or Officers, ſhall exer- 
ciſe any Power, or have any Superierity, over 
any other Church or their Officers. Rev. 1, 4. 
Cant, 8. 8. 1 Cer. 16. 19. AQ. 15. 23. 


III. That known Members of particular 
Churches conſtituted zs aforeſaid, may have oc» 
caſional Communion with one enother in the 
Ordinanees of theGoſpe!, viz:the/Yord, Prayer, 


J. 


Sacraments, ſing ing of Palms, diſpenſed Accord- 


ing to the miod of Chriſt: Unleſs that Church, 


With which they defire Communion, hath 2 
ju 


ver 
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yt Exception againſt them. 48. 18. 2”, 
Ram, 16. 1, 2. 2 Cor. 3. t.'1 Cor. 12. 13. 


IV. That we ought not to tdmit any One to 
be a Member of our reſpeAtveCongregations, 
that hath joyn'd himfelt to another, without 
Endeavours of mutual SatistaQtion of the Con- 
erezation cancerned. Heb. 13. 1. 1 Cor. 14-40, 


V. That one Church ought not to blame the 
proceedings of another, until it hath heard, what 

that Church charged,its Elders or Meſſengers, 
can ſay in vingication of themſclves from any 
charge of Irregular or Irjaricus Proceedings. 
Mat. y. 1. Prov. 18. 17. Deut. 1% 14. 


VI. That we are molt willing and ready to | 


give an Account of our Church proceedings 
te cach other, when deſiced z for preventing or 
r:m9ving any Cffences, that may ariſe among 
us, Likewiſe we ſhall be ready to give the 
RightHand of Fellowſhip, & walk together ac- 
cording to the Goſpel Rules of Communion of 
Churches. 1 Pet 3 15. Ram. 14. 19 44. 11.233. 
4.18, 70% 22.13.21, 30. Gal 2 9. Col. 2. 3. 1 
Vet. 43. 10, 11. I Cer. 10. 24. Rem. 1. 150dl. b. 10 


V. Of Deacons and Rulirg Elgers, 


the Office of a Deacon is of 


BY: ; agree, 
Divine Appointment, & that it belongs 
ly tet; Office to egen. cut, and diſtribute 


the 


it is ncedful and according to the mind of 


F no8 1 


the Churches Stock to its proper Uſes, by the 
direction of the Paſtor, & Brethren, if need be, 
And whereas diverſe ate of Opinion, that there 
is alſo the Office of Ruling Elders, who labour 
not in Word and Doctrine; and others think 
otherwiſe z; we agree that this Difference make 
no breach among us. Act. 6. 3,5,6 Phil 11. 
1 Tim. 3 8, to 13 Nom. 12. 8. 1 Cor. 12.28, 
1 Tim, 5. 17. Phil. 3 13, 16. 


VI. Of occafienal Meeting of Miuiſters, &c. 


I E agree that in order to Concord, and 
in other weighty and dificulc cafes, 


Chriſt, that theMiniſters of the ſeveralChurchey 
be conſulted & adviſed with about fuch Mat- 
ters. Prov. 24 6. AA. 15. 26. 


II. That ſuch Meetings may conſiſt of 
ſmaller or greater Numbers, as the Matter 
ſhall require, 


III. That particular Churches, their reſpee- 
tive Elders and Members, ovght to have a 
reverential Regard to their Judgment, fo given, 
and not diffent therefrom without apparent 
Grounds from the Word of God. A#.16.44 5» 
1 Cor. 14. 32,33. Cal. 1. 8. 1 Pet. 4. 11. 


. 
he II. Of our Demeanour tecards the Civil 
e, | Magiſtrate, 


re W E do reckon our felves obliged conti- 

tinvally to pray for God's protection, 
Guidance and Bleſſing upon the Rulers ſ:t o- 
ver us. 1 Jim. 2. 2 Pjal.20.1,t0 4. & 52.1. 


g. J. That we ought to yield unto them not 
oni Suhjection in the Lord, but Support ac- 
cording to our Station and Abilities, Mal. 22. 

c, FIT Rom. 13. 356. Nb. 3. 18 


III. That if at any time, it ſhall be their 
id p.:aſure to call together any number of us, to 
» W.reqiuire an Account of our Affaire, & the State 
of our Congregations, we ſhall moſt readily 
xpreſs all dutitul regard to them herein / 49 
*. 2Cbron 29 4,70 11. Rom. 18. 1. Tit. 3. 1. 


VIII. Of a Confeſien of Faith, 


of S to what appertains to ſoundneſs of 
A Judgment in matters of Faith, we ef- 

tem it ſufficient that a Church acknowledge 

e >cciptures to be the Word of God, the per- 

e- Wi: and only rule of Faith & Pratice. & un 

a either che Doctrinal part of thoſe commonly 

n, N called the Atticles of the Church of England, or 

nt the Confeſſion or Catechiſms, ſhorter op larger 

5» compiled by the Aſſembly at Heſminſer, or 
the Confeſſion agreed on at the Savoy, to be 

„ W:erceable to the ſaid Rule, 2 Tin. 1. 13. 

J. Ib. 4. 5. Phil, 2. 1, 2. 1X 


— —— — ꝛʃ : — 
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IX. Of our Daty and Deperiment toward. 
tbem that are nit in Communion with ns. 


oe . 
2 ROS  — * 


| LIK ©jodge it our Duty to bear a Chril- 

tan reſpect to al Chriſtians, accord. 
1 ing to their ſeveral Ranks and Statiens, that 
F are not of out Perſwaſion or Communion, 1Pet 
2. 17. Rom. 12. 10, Gal. 6. 2. £pb. 4. 2. 
Rem. 14. ler. 


II. As for ſuch as may be Ignorant of the 
Principles of the Chriſtin Religion, or of Vi. 
Cious Conwerſation, we ſhall in our reſpective 
Places as they give Opportunity, Er deavour to 
explain to them the Doctrine of Life & Salva- 
tion, & to our utmoſt perſwade them to be te- 
conciled to God; 2 Tim. 2. 25. 2 Cor. 5. 11, 20 


III. That ſuch who appear to have the E- 
ſential Requiſites to Church Communion, we 
Ml willingly receive them in the Lord, not 
troubſing them with Diſputes about ile 
Matters. Rom. 14. I 


* 


Ute As we all-nt to the fore-mentioned Feads 
of Agreement, ſo we unanimouſly reſolve 
25 che Lord {hall enable us te practiſe ac 
cording to them. 


„% „ 
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ARTICLES. 


For the Adminiſtration of Church Diſcipline, 
Unanimouſly Agreed upon and Conſented to 


' by the Elders and all the Churches in ihe 


Colony of Conneflicut, in New England, 
Convened by Delegation in a General Council 
at Say Brook, Sep. gth. 1708. 


J. HAT the Elder, or Elders of a parti- 

cular Church, with the conſent of the 
Brethren of the ſame, have power and ought 
to exerciſe Church Diſcipline according to the 
Rule of Gad's Word, in Relation to all Scan- 
dals, that fall out within the ſame. And it 
may be meet in all caſes of Difficulty for ihe 
Reſpective Paſtors of particular Churches, to 
take advice of the Elders of the Churches in the 
Neighbouthood, before they proceed to cen- 
fure in ſuch Caſes. Mat. 18. 17 Heb. 13. 17. 
Cor. 5. 4. 5y 12, 2 Cir, 2.6. Prov. 11. 
14. AG, 15. 2. 


II. That the Churches, which are Neigh- 
bouring each to other, ſhall Conſociate tor 
mutual affording to each other ſuch Aſſiſt ance, 
may be requiſite, upon all occaſions Eccle» Þ} 

ML a 
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. Haftical, And that the particulat Paſtors 
Churches, within the reſpective Counties im th 
Government ſhall be one , Confoctation ( 
more if they vil judge meet ) for the en 
aforeſaid. Pſal. 122. 3, 4,5 & 132. 1. Ec 
K 9, % 12. 18. 15. 2, 6, 22, 23. 1 Tü 
"$4. 1 Cor. 16. 1. 


"fi, The all Cafes of Seandal. that fi oy 
Within the Circuit of any of the afortſat 
©: Canſaciations ſhall be brought to a Cbuncil a 

the Elders'& alſo Meffengers of the Churche 
within the ſaid Circuit, 2. e. the Churches. 
one Conſociation, if they fee cauſe up fe 
Meſſrogers, When there ſhall be need of 
Council for the Determination of them. 37. 
ver. 9, 10. 1 Cor. 16. 1. Cal. 6. 1, 2. 20 
13. 2 Af. 15. 23. 2 Cor. 8. 23. 


| 
| 
IV. That according.to the Common pra h 
tice of our Churches nothing ſhall be deen 
an Act or Judgment of any Cœuncil, whit c 
hath not the major pait of the Elders preleff « 

( 
| 

l 


Concutring, and ſuch anumber of the Meiſe 
gers preſent, as makes the Mjotity of t. 
Couneil : Provided that if, any ſuch Chur 
_thallnor {ce cguſe ro fend any a1. ſſrugets 
_ the Council,” or the perſons Choſen by the c 
ball pot aten; neither of theſe ſhall be af ; 
*. o5ftrvRioz. to che Proceedings of the CHO 7 
or Invalldate any of theit Acts, Aris, 15. 


1 Cor ba 1 33. 


. elle. : WJ; i. OA TT) 4 


A 


1 


v. That when any Caſe is Orderly brought 

before any Council of the Churehrs it ſhall. - 
there be heard & determined which (unleſs t: 
der ly removed from thence) ſhall be a final 
que, and all parties therein Concerned ſhall 

V it do vn, and be determined thereby. And the 
Council ſo hearing; and giving the Reſult or 


their Determination, or Judgment duly execu- 
ted and attended, in ſuch way or manner, as, 
hall in their Judgment be moſt ſuitable and 
22recable to the Word of God. 4. 18. 10 
5. 5. 2 Cor. 2. 6, 11. G13 % Pbil. 3. 15. 
Kom. 14 2, 3. MA 7 5 


VI. That, if any Paſtot& Church doth ob- 
ſtinately refuſe a dut attendance & Conformity 
to che Determination of the Council, that hath 
the Cognizance of the Caſe, and Determineth 
ic as abave, alter due patience uſed; they ſhall” 
de reputed guilty of Scandalous Contempt & 
d-alt.with as the, Rule of God's Wotq ia fuck” 
er ce doth provide, and the Sentence of en- 


el Communion ſhall be declared againſt en 
Piitor and Church. And the Churches are | 
' approve of the faid Srptence, by with draw - 
ing trom the Communion of the Paſtor and 
Church, which fo refoſed to behealed. Nam. 
15. 17. Mat. 18. 15,16, 17, by propergion Gat, 
2. 11 1% 2 Tbeſt, $6; 14. 1 

a 4 At P 2 VII. | 


final Iſſue, in the ſaid caſe a8 aforeſaid, ſhall ſeg _ 
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VII. That, in Cafe any difficulties fhall ariſe 
in any of the Churches in this Colony which 


cannot be Iſſued without conſiderable diſquiet 


that Church, in which they ariſe (or that Miniſ- 
ter, or Member aggrieved with them, ) ſhall 
apply themſelves to the Council of the Conſo- 
ciated Churches of the Circuit, to which the 
ſaidChurch belongs, who, if they ſee cauſe ſhall 
thereupon convene, hear, and determine ſuch 
caſes of difficulty, unleſs the matter bro't be- 
fore them, fhail be judged ſo great in the Na- 
ture of it, or ſo doubtful in the Iſſue, or of ſuch 
general concern, that the ſaid council ſhall 


judge beſt that it be referred to a fuller coun- 


cil conf ing of the Churches of the other Con- 
ſaciation within the ſame County, ( or of the 
next adjoyning conſociation'of another Coun» 
ty, if there be not two conſcciations in the 
County, where the difficulty ariſeth ) who to- 
gether with themſelves ſhall hear, judge, de- 
termine. and finally Iſſue ſuch caſe according 
to the Word of God. Pre. 11. 14.1 Cor. 14. 
33 & 14. 24 by proportion, 4 

VIII. That a particular Churck, in which 
any difficulty doth ariſe, may if they ſee cauſe, 
call a Council of the conſociated Churches of tht 
circuit, to which the faid Church belongs, be- 
fore they proceed to ſentence therein, but 


there is not the ſame liberty to an offending 
a 5 2 \ Drother, 


— — — . 
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ſe Prother, to call the ſaid Council, before the 
h church to which he belongs, proceed to 
et MW ixcommunication in the. ſaid caſe, unleſs with 
{-- W the conſent of the Church. AA. 15. 2. Mat. 
ll 5. 15, 16, 17. | 00 
. That all the churches of the reſpective 
conſociations ſhall chuſe, if they ſee cauſe one 
or two Members of each church, to Repre- 


a ſent them, in the councils of the faid churches, | 

© Wi occafion may call tor them, who ſhall ſtand * |} 

Achat capacity, till new be choſen for the |} 

Fr ſame ſervice unleſs any church ſhall incline 
to chuſe their Mefſergers a new, upon the 

” Wconvening of ſuck councils. . A#. 15. 2. 4. 

10 2 Cor. 8. 23. 


n- X. That the Miniſter or Miniſters of the 
de county Towns, and where there ate no Mi- 
riders in ſuch Towns, the two next Miciſters 
e- W to the ſaid Town ſhall as ſoon as convenient= | 
"x may be, appoint a time and place, for the 
4. Meeting of the Elders and Meſſengers of the 
Churches in the ſaid County, in order to their 

, Forming themſelves into one or more conſoci- 
ons, and potify the ſaid time and place to 


fe the Elders and Churches of that County who 
"WM ball attend at the. ſame, the Elders in their 
a ov.n perſons, and the Churches by their Meſ- 


ſengets if they ſee cauſe to ſend them. Whieh 


— 


"> Elders and Mefſeogers ſo Aﬀcmbled in on 


: 
* 


> | 
T5 


4 , 
[ 
is 
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eil, ay alſo any other council hereby allowed 
of, mall have power to acjourn; themſelves 
as need ſhall be, for the ſpace of one year, 
after the beginning. ot firſt! Seſſion of the ſaid 
council, and no longer. And that Miniſter 
who Was choſen at the laſt Seſſion. of any 
council, to be moderator, ſhall with the ad. 
vice and conſent of two more Elders,{ or in 


| caſe of the moderators death, any two Elders 


of the ſame conſociation ) call anethef cout 
cit within the circuit, when they ſhall judge 
there is need thereof, And alt councils. may 
preſcribe: Rules, as occaſion may Require,and 
whatſoever they ſhill judge, needful within 
their circuit, for the well performing; and or- 
derly managing the ſeveral Acts, to be at- 
tended by them or mztters that come under 
their cogaizance. Phil. 4. 8. 1 Cor. 14. 40. 
Pbil. 3. 15, 16: Rom. 14. 2, 3. 


XI. That if any perſon or perſons orderly 
complained of to a council, or that are Wit- 
neſſes to ſuch complaints, (having regular No- 
tip cation to appeat) ſhall rt fuſe, or neglſect 
ſo to do, in the. Place, and at the Tine ſpe- 
cifyed in the Warging given, except they or 
he give ſome ſatisfying Rae thereof to the 
ſaid council, they ſhall be judged guilty of 
Scandalous contempt, Col. 2. 5 Heb, iz. 


17, 1 Tbe/. 14 
t 7 q XII. Tha 


FF top Je 
XII. That the Teachirg Elders: of! earh 


County ſhall be one A ſfociation (or more if 
thev (ee cauſe). which Aſſocistion or Aſſocig- 
tions (hallAflemble twice 4 Year at leaſt at uc 
me and place, as they ſhall appoint, to conſult 
the duties of their Office, and the common u- 
tereſt of-the Churches, who ſhall corfider ab 
relo)veQueſtions & caſes of Imporrance which 
dall be offered by. any among themſelves, or 
ochers, who allo ſhall-have power of Examin=*7 
jag and Recommending the. candidates ofthe 
Maiftry to the work thereof. _ Pjat. 433. © 
Aas 20. 17,28,10 32. Mal. 2. 7. Mat 5.4466 
Deut. 17. 8,9,10., 1 Tim. 5.22.2 Tim, 2.154 

i 7:1, 3. 6, 10. Rem. 10. 15, 1 Tim. 4. 14. 


XIII. That the ſaid A ſſociated Paſters mall | 
like notice of any among themſelves; that maß 


de accuſed of Scandal, or Hereſy wato or cogs 


able by them, t xamine the matter Carefullß, 
and if they ftad Juſt occaſion ſhall direct rear 
the calling ot the council, where ſuch: offer 
ders ſhall be duly preceeded againſt. Lev. ig 
17. 1 Cor. 5.6. Tit, 3 10, 11. /. £2. 11. Ma 


3. 3. Tie. 1.6, % 9. Deut. 13. 14. 3 Job. verfüge 


9 10. Rev. 2. 14,15. 1 In. 1, 20 4.4% 


XIV. That the ſaid A ſſociated Paſlors ſhall 
alſo be conſuſted by Bereayed Churches, bes l 
longing tb their Afipciation and r comme 
to er Churches fach 7 LS: ow l 
8 | NO W x va 


9 


i 1 * 5 * 2 7 . 
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to be called and ſettled in the Work ef 1 
Goipel Miniflry among them. And if 
Berewed Churches ſhall not ſeaſonably q 
and ({eitie a Miniſter among them, theſaid 
fociated Pattors thall lay the Rtatc of ſuch h 
reaved Church betore che General Allembly 
this Colony, that th-y may take ſuch Or 
concerning them, as ſhall be found neceſſa 
for thrir prace and edification. 2 Cor. 11. 2 
Phil, 2. 19, 20, 21. 2 Tim. 2. 15.-Tit. 1, 
4% 10. J. 49 23 


XV. That it be r? commended as Expedie 
that all the Aſſociations of this Colony e 
meet in a General Aſſociation hy their reſpe 


tive Delegites, one or more cut of each All 


cation once a Yoar, the firlt Meeting to be 

Hartford, at the time of the General Ele&te 
next Enſuing the Date hereof, and ſo Annual 
la all the Counties ſucceſſively, at ſuch ti 
and place, as they the ſaid Delegates thall 


their Annual Meetings Appoiut, Heb. 13 
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